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QE Filter Gloves $ 8.95 
Front Brake Hose $49.95 
Rear Brake Hose $45.95 
BRAKE HOSE SAVER 

























Sensor Wire Cover $ 7.95 p 
Standard Hose Saver $ 6.95 TwinAir Airfilters $20.95 
BRAKE A Filter Oil $14.95 
cy? Filter Cleaner $21.95 


PADS 


EBC X Pads 
EBC R Pads 


AirBox Wash Cover from$19.95 
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from $19.95 
from $20.95 























from $ 9.95 






Kevins 


OFF-ROAD RACING SUPPLY Rt.123 Norton, MA 


KTM Rad Scoop Nuts $14.95 





























WATER Rally Guards $49.95 
BOX Spoilers $16.95 
ር Front Rotor Guards $25.95 
esie iid ae BRAKE Swamp Kit ቅ 9.95 | Fork/Rotor Guards $30.95 
99.95-$116.95 Extreme Kit $19.95 | Zoom $99.95 
BLEEDER KIT AirBox Drain $12.95 | MX Handguard $22.95 
$39.95 Tranny Vent Filters $ 5.95 | Folding Mirror $15.95 
“ፒህ፲፻ያሯ 5 55% XE 
ዛዛ | SHORTY 
Fork Mounted $59.95 
HandleBar Mounted 869.95 GAS CAP A ا‎ oe 
Stainless Steel Spoke WHEEL VENT le ro capar : 
| roTaper Uni Mount $69.95 
Kits$49.95-$52.95 [| | BEARINGS New Style Clamp $ 5.95 | Renthal from $59.95 
: Gas Cap Not Included Moose Aluminum $49.95 
Doubled Sealed from $6.95 : ፊው $1795 
oo BRAKE FOLDING STEEL 
BULLETPROOF) OOS SHIFT LEVER |E CHAN f 
Fredette $99.95 Shift Levers from $20.95 መድ” 
Chain Guides from $37.95 | Braking Rotors KITS 
Wear Blocks from $ 8.95 from $119.95 Aza == 
125cc Woods Skidplate $55.95 7 
Weld-On Rotor Guard 5 CD & » 8 
ከ $26.95 9 ይደ EXH oe ERT Front & Rear Steel Sprockets 
= FORK "ሮሽክ[ ቸት And D.I.D. O-Ring Chain 
SEALS " CHAIN . (INCLUDES MASTER LINKI) 
5 (t | SLIDERS $99.95 
SHOWA, KYB, WP from$10.95 MUGE from $15.95 Front & Rear Steel Sprockets 


And RK Standard MX Chain 































Piston Kit from $37.95 (INCLUDES MASTER LINK!) 
Qe yt ey” | Top-End Bearings $12.95 bis .95 
ጣሙ (8 221 
Radiator Braces $49.95 Mesrah SEALED CPR E ED. 
Frame Guards $49.95 Qu hom dépen 9 CHAIN ROLLER Made In U.S.A. 
Rear Caliper Guard $26.95 | Gasket Kits from $16. 95 $1.95 Steel Front Sprockets $16.95 
Billet Clutch Lever Assy. $59.95 v Alumi.R-Sprockets from $35.95 
Glide Plates $54.95 ; au «== AP 
[FUSSELL] Brush Guards from $29.95 ag enthal 
Filter Cleaner $9.95 | DeFlectors $24.95 ONOJ CHAINWHEELS 










Route Sheet Holder $19.95 | Front Sprockets $21.95 
Score Card Holder $ 8.95 | Rear Sprockets $50.95 
Rear Rotor Guard $19.95 | Renthal Sprockets 

Speedo Drive Spacer $19.95 | And Chain Kits from $92.95 
KTM Burley Pegs $69.95 













DID O-Ring Chain from $52.95 
(INCLUDES MASTER UNK!) 


Motorcycle 
RK oain 


RK O-Ring Chain from $58.95 
(INCLUDES MASTER UNK!) 






Racing Cables from $12.95 


ULD 


Front Fenders from $15.95 

























EBC MXS Pads from $22.95 ፡ 
FMF Fatty Pipes from $149.95 | Rear Fenders from $17.95 
EBG ከሸ 8585: fom $26.951 عومد‎ Gore Silencers $ 69.95 | Rad Scoops from pr $39.95 REGINA = 
ISDE Quiet Silencers $ 89.95 | Side Panels from pr $41.95 ] ን 
GALFER Turbine Core S/A $119.95 | Lower Fork Guards pr $32.95 ፌኤ ል O-Ring ftom S895 
Galfer Organic from $22.95 | FMF T-Shirts from $ 17.95 | Frame Guards pr $18.95 i } 
ነ f FMF Hats from $ 24.95 | AirBox Mud Flaps $12.95 .  M-LINK 
Galfer Matallic from $24.95 
Gas Caps $20.95 ) =] PRESS 
— dH RPR ENDURO “ey $17.95 
uc. [teu OBB SOLE መረመን 
VIG CHAN gon Stake: ris Off-Road Pipe Guard $39.95 | from $55.95 وکر‎ 


$15.95 
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Visit Our Outlet Store, Exit#10 Off Of Rt.495 
FREE! Catalog! 80 Pages Of 100% Off-Road. 


Delivered 
In Time 
For Your 
Next Race! 


100/100x18 






















































110/100x18 752 $60.95 
100/ 90x19 752 $61.95 
110/ 90x19 752 $65.95 
80/100x21 752 $58.95 
100/100x18 755 $54.95 
110/100x18 755 $56.95 
100/ 90x19 755 $60.95 
110/ 90x19 755 $66.94 
80/100x21 755 $58.95 
100/100x18 737 $60.95 
110/100x18 737 $65.95 
100/ 90x19 737 $64.95 
110/ 90x19 737 $68.95 
80/100x21 490 $58.95 
me 
110/100x18 VE33 $49.95 
510x18 VE33 $54.95 
100/ 90x19 VE33 $55.95 
110/ 90x19 VE33 $57.95 
NEW! PRO SERIES RACE TIRES 
100/100x18 — IXO7S $52.95 
110/100218. IXO7S $55.95 
100/ 90x19  IXO7S $59.95 
110/ 90x19 IXO7S $64.95 
120/ 80x18 M5B $50.95 
130/ 80x18 M5B $55.95 
100/ 90x19  M5B $56.95 
110/ 90x19  M5B $60.95 
Finer 
400x18 MT16 $61.95 
450x18 MT16 $64.95 
300x21 MT16 $57.95 
110/100x18 — MT18 $62.95 
120/100x18 MT18 $65.95 
80/100x21 MT18 $58.95 
90/ 90x21  MT44 $62.95 
100/110x18 $86.95 
110/100x18 ሠ ቆ89.95 
100/100x19 754 $86.95 
110/ 90x19 754 $85.95 
80/100x21 914 $67.95 
MICHELIN’ 
120/ 90x18 S12 $67.95 
130/ 80x18 S12 $68.95 
140/ 80x18 S12 $72.95 
120/ 80x19 512 $68.95 
130/ 70x19 S12 $69.95 
90/ 90x21 S12 $60.95 
METZELER 
120/ 90x18 UNIX 
90/ 90x21 
WINTER 
STUDDED 
TIRES 
110/100x18 Auto $129.95 
110/ 90x19 Auto $129.95 
80/100x21 Auto $ 99.95 
110/100x18 Rally $179.95 
110/ 90x19 Rally $179.95 
80/100x21 Rally $169.95 
TRELLEBORG 







FRICTION SPIKES 
Call For Prices. 





In-Store Prices Are The Same As Mail Order! on 


. E: a 
"5 EXPHESS 


All prices are subject to change. 











On the cover: Trail Rider’s 
West Coast perpetual photo 
model Jimmy Lewis tweaks the 
Yamaha WR400 at a secret test 
session somewhere near Area 
51 in Nevada. Jimmy works for 
Cycle World, a grand old maga- 
zine with a benevolent editor 
who doesn’t mind when we use 
Jimmy in photos...we hope. 
Photo by the Bossman. 
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Warning: there isn’t anything that will top the feeling you 
get from piloting a motorcycle through the woods, but you 
have to accept the risks inherent in this sport if you're going 
to do it. There are no safety features expressed or implied, 
there are no airbags or seat belts to protect you from yourself. 
The entire burden of personal safety rests right on your shoul- 
ders, Bucko, and if you mess up it's not the land owner's fault, 
not the bike manufacturer's fault, and certainly not our fault. 
We recommend using all the protective clothing you can, and 
be aware of what you're doing at all times. And then, it's fun. 





Significant Knowledge: 

Subscriptions: Subscriptions are avail- 
able from Trail Rider Magazine, 2.0. Box 
2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at 
$18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). 
Canadian subscriptions are $25 yearly, in 
U.S. funds. We're not selling overseas sub- 
scriptions any more. We don't have a Visa 
& Mastercard merchant's account, so we 
can't sell by credit card, and neither are 
we set up to “bill you” for a subscription. 
The only way to get it is send in a check, 
cash or money order, and we'll do the rest. 

Renewals: If you like Trail Rider, and plan 
to renew, it would be really helpful if you 
looked at the label on your magazine and 
checked the expiration date. When you 
start getting close to expiring (the maga- 
zine, not you), send in a check along with 
the order blank from an issue, or just your 
name, address, and sub number (above 
your name on the label), and tell us that 
you want to renew. This way we can avoid 
sending out a renewal notice, which will 
save ue money we can then spend on food. 
If you drag your feet and forget to renew 
until you stop getting issues, there’s no 
way we can “start you with the last issue” 
you missed. We have to start you with the 
next scheduled mailing, and you'll have to 
buy the missed issues as back issues, if 
we have any left. We mail out the magazine 
every month like clockwork, on or about the 
17th, so renew as early in the month as 
possible in order to not miss it. 

Back Issues: A limited number of back 
issues are available. Write us and let us 
know the month and year, and send $2 per 
copy, plus U.S. Postage of $3 for up to 
four magazines. More than four and we'll 
have to figure out the postage. Don't use 
the shotgun approach and tell us to “send 
all the mags with XR400 tests” unless 
you have plenty of time to wait. (Hint: We 
never had an official XR400 test bike). 

Address Changes: If you don't want to 
miss an issue, let us know in advance of 
your move, $0 we can update our files 
before we mail your magazine into the 
ozone. The P.O. ie supposed to forward 
magazines, if you tell them to, but they 
don't do it in a hurry. 

Newsstand Sales: You won't find Trail 
Rider in any convenience stores. You can 
get Trail Rider in some motorcycle shops, 
and some day we plan to print a list of 
them. Shops can sell Trail Rider easily. 
We'll sell you a minimum of six issues (non- 
returnable) at a price you won't lose 
money on, and we'll pay shipping. Call us. 

Advertising: Clubs can advertise their 
events in Trail Rider for the low price of 
$185 a page, and $135 a half-page. This is 
something like a 40% discount off regular 
prices just because we like to help the 
clubs out. Regular retail advertisers are 
strongly encouraged to get in touch with 
us if you want to advertise in the 
Northeastern market, because we've got a 
dedicated, faithful readership of about 
3,000 hardy souls, and besides that we 
like to eat, as we explained above. 
Advertising is what keeps this rag alive, 
and we appreciate your business. 

Contributors: We pay $30 a page for 
copy, and $8 each for black and white pho- 
tos, but we don't print just anything that 
comes in. Call us and we'll talk about it. 

Yankee Trader: Subscribers can adver- 
tise their bikes for sale free in Yankee 
Trader. Just write it down and mail it in, 
don't call us with it. Thanks! 


Trail Rider Magazine (ISSN 0892-3922) is published monthly at 127 Navajo Trail, Medford Lakes NJ 08055. Subscriptions are 
available from Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at $18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). Canadian sub- 
scriptions are $25 U.S. yearly. Copyright © 1998 by Trail Rider Magazine. All rights reserved. No advertising or editorial matter in this 
magazine may be reproduced for distribution without written permission by the publisher. Contributors: Articles and event photos are 
welcome, although we assume no responsibility for unsolicited materials. Unless special arrangements are made in advance, all pub- 
lished materials become the sole property of Trail Rider. Periodicals postage paid at Medford, New Jersey, and additional mailing 
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055-2038. 
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by Paul Clipper 
The Power of Mud 


lorious mud. This is the season for it. 

Mud on your feet, mud on your bike, 
wrapped around your tires; mud for walk- 
ing, mud for riding, mud from thawing, 
mud from rain, mud for the little boy who 
lives down the lane. 

Do you like mud? 

1 have a co-worker here, whose name I'll 
keep secret to not embarrass him, who 
lives for it. He thinks there's nothing better 
than to find an old game trail through a 
swamp and then ride a bunch of people 
into it, sticking them all thoroughly. 

He has some unresolved issues with mud 
from his childhood, the analyst would say. 

Down here, in the wilds of suburban New 
Jersey, mud is an odd sort of thing. You 
can’t really predict it. The southern half of 
New Jersey is nothing much more than a 
sand bar between Pennsylvania and the 
ocean (both culturally and geologically 
some would say), so when you're riding 
here you have to think “seashore.” You 
know how beaches seem so uniform, that 
there’s nothing there for miles except 
sand? Well, if you live on the ocean and 
walk the beach every day you know that 
that’s far from reality. Actually, the beach is 
composed of sand and silt—at least around 
here; up north they have rocks mixed in— 
and when a storm beats it all up a beach 
can show it’s true character, with scabs of 
clay-like silt exposed after all the waves go 
down. . 

It’s like that deep in the woods, too. Well, 
I don’t mean the waves stir up the sand. 
We start getting waves in the Pines and 
we'll have more to worry about than the rid- 
ing. What I mean is that the "endless" sand 
of the Pines gives way occasionally to silt 
beds and marl pits, and you can break 
through the sand layer occasionally into 
some truly horrible goo, especially in the 
spring. The freeze-thaw cycle—assuming 
that the woods ever froze this year, which, 
from the perspective of 70-degree days in 
January seems rather unlikely—stirs up the 
Pinelands soil almost as effectively as a 
beach storm. When the ice crystals push all 
those little molecules of sand and silt apart, 
places in the woods can turn into quick- 
sand pits.s. 

And that's when Mark likes it the best. 

Oops. I wasn't going to give his name, 
wasn't I? Silly me. 

The same thing happens in New England, 
only bigger. Up there, you get a serious 
freeze every year, at one point or the other, 
and usually to some significant depth in the 
soil. The dirt up there is a mix of glacial 
rock dust and rotted bits of vegetation, and 
when it freezes good and deep wonderful 
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things happen in the ground. The ice 
expands everything, shoves out a ton of 
room for itself, and then when it all thaws 
all the little bits of dirt are just floating in a 
surface layer of water. Where it's interesting 
and sloppy to ride down here, up in New 
England it's really impossible. 

I remember last spring, jonesing to get 
back into the woods, and riding the trails 
dodging snow drifts and fighting frozen 
ground with bare tires. It was fun, but it 
would have been better with studs, but it 
was too late in the season to put studs on. 
So I wallowed in the snow, then came back 
and parked it. 


During that week it really thawed, finally, 
and showed signs of once again getting 


warm for a season. | went out again on 
Saturday, and couldn't believe what I found 
in the woods. It was wet, and places I'd 
always known to be solid rock now felt 
somewhat soft. The places that always 
seem to have puddles had really big pud- 
dies. And I found out quickly that the 
places that used to be nice riding dirt were 
now bottomless pits. 

I found this out quickly, because for some 
reason or the other I went out this time on 
my mountain bike. You can get through a 
lot of difficult spots in the woods with a 
motorcycle through sheer exploitation of 
horsepower. Even aging old ex-racer slugs 
like myself have managed to pick up a few 
skills along the way, and on a good bike we 
really do skip along without leaving much 
of a footprint on the ground. (The young, 
faster guys do the same thing, only much 
quicker.) 

With a mountain bike under you, things 
are way different. Even if you're NORBA 
national caliber, you still are going too 
slowly to keep from putting some serious 
weight on those skinny tires. (A Charlie 
Williams-esque aside: Do you see what I 
mean, what I'm trying to say here? 
Motorcycles equal faster motive force and 
wider tires, with less pounds per square 
inch down force in a given situation. 
Mountain bike equals skinny tires and slow 
speeds, with a much higher apparent down 
force per square inch. Got it?) The first part 
of my trail was the rockiest, and on the 


mountain bike it felt alarmingly soft. Rivers 
of water were running from the snow drifts, 
but at the edges of the drifts it was all 
right—still very hard and frozen. When I got 
to a little down hill piece of trail that I recall 
as being nice dirt, well, I had my first reve- 
lation.. 

It isn't even much of a hill, just a turn to 
the right and about 50 feet of descent 
before the trail started climbing the first hill 
into the woods. The top was wet and slop- 
py, because of a year-round puddle that 
was currently overflowing with meltwater, 
but the start of the trail was okay. At least it 
felt okay, but maybe a little soft. Rolling 
down the hill it kept getting softer and soft- 
er, and at the bottom, where it used to be 
rocky and packed hard, it had turned into 
liquid dirt. My front wheel should have hit 
the bottom of the draw and rolled out, 
instead it hit the bottom and kept going, 
straight into the earth, just like the guy 
being swallowed up in the nut orchard on 
the X-Files. I went about halfway to the 
axle, did a lovely little pivot and flopped 
head first into the slime. 

Mud season. It didn't take too much 
longer to realize that there was no way 1 
was going to ride that day and enjoy it. In 
the next couple of weeks it got even worse. 
Even walking out of house, squishing 
across the yard, the whole world felt like 
Jello on a tabletop, all wobbly and shaky. 
Forget about going into the woods, you 
couldn't even walk back there. It would 
have been a great time to have a dual sport 
bike, or even a street bike, because the 
road was the only place solid. Oh, you can 
mount up your fattest tires and slop 
through the trails all right, especially if you 
don't like your bike (or can borrow some- 
one else's), but the major problem with 
doing this is the fact that you'll be paying 


for it the whole rest of the riding season ` 


after you completely wreck the trails. It's 
easy to rut the mud all up, and then when 
it's all settled back down into its dry-season 
state you have a bunch of trenches to ride 
in, instead of trails. 

So we wait. 

Or we go to Florida, and ride in a different 
swamp. 

In South Jersey—where they recently 
changed the highway speed limits to 65 
mph, thank you—mud season is actually a 
time when it's fun to ride in the woods. All 
the water packs the sand down, and you 
can ride without feeling so much like you're 
wallowing aimlessly from tree to tree. (hon- 
estly, it’s even better in the middle of an icy 
winter, if you can stand the cold. Frozen 
sand whoopdedos are almost fun to ride, 
and the trails themselves turn into gritty 
concrete.) We escape the doldrums of mud 
season down here with the only fun time to 
ride in all this sand (and a lot fewer deer 
ticks), and it's fairly easy to avoid the mud 
if you watch where you ride. Although I do 
remember a time that, following Mark, I 
wound up in water up to my waist, holding 
up a brand new dual sport bike I'd just reg- 
istered as it sucked in an airbox-full of dirty 
brown water.r. 

I guess as much as watching where you 
ride, you have to watch who you ride with, 
too! Û 
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———— tires — tires designed to 
MIKE LAFFERTY ; l 
1997 National win championships. Mike 


Enduro Champion Lafferty took advantage of 
Trelleborg performance en route to 
becoming the 1997 National Enduro 
Champ, and we can help you, too! 


DEVELOPED AND MADE IN SWEDEN 


TRELLEBORG S 


100 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE * 1897 - 1997 





For one hundred years, Trelleborg 
has produced the highest quality 
tires in the world. We put every 

bit of this experience into 

the design of our offroad 
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WORLD 


The Start of it AII 


Honda sent us the latest issue of Red 
Rider, the official publication of the Honda 
Rider's Club of America, and normally some- 
thing like this would go on the pile along 
with the rest of the bike mags and Victoria's 
Secret catalogs that come every day. But 
this one stopped us cold, or warm, better 
yet. Reproduced on the cover is one of the 
original images from Honda's first ad cam- 
paign, the monumentally successful "You 
meet the nicest people on a Honda” cam- 
paign. At the time America was a country 
fairly full of real motorcycles, Harleys, most- 
ly, along with all the British and European 
iron carted into the country after World War 
Two. There was virtually no market at all for 
a small, cheap motorcycle, 
and especially not from 
Japan, which was known 
more for cheap transistor . 
radios than anything else. 
Then, in 1965, Honda intro- 
duced the Super Cub in one 
of the friendliest, sticky- 
sweetest ad campaigns in 
history...and it worked. 

We don't have to go into 5 
the progression of history 
since then, but soon the 
Harley pilots found new, መ 
lightweight bikes to ride in 
enduros. Little, friendly 
motorcycles started pop- 
ping up everywhere, much to the distaste of 
the leather-clad old guard on the street, and 
in short time there were little red bikes 


These Forks Work!" 





Special Honda 50th Anniversary Issue 


7 = ድ. “መመመ ج‎ 1 
you want the best Honda (R250 Suspension we have ever tested, this is it... 
On the track compliance was magnificent... 


1998 AMA/Suzuki Dual Sport Trail Ride Series 


February 14-15, 1998 
Tour n’ Trails Promotions 
(818) 890-2209 

LOC: Laughlin, NV 


LOC: Loudon, NH 
Racer Productions 
(304) 284-0084 


April 18-19, 1998 July 18-19, 1998 

Trail Riders of Houston Morgantown, W 26505-9104 
(281) 444-1542 304) 284-0084 

LOC: New Waverly, TX LOC: Davis, WV 

May 2-3, 1998 July 26-31, 1998 


Racer Productions 

(304) 284-0084 

LOC: Hurricane Mills, TN 
May 9-10, 1998 

Buckeye Dual Sporters 
(614) 385-3885 

LOC: McArthur, OH 

May 30-31, 1998 

Durty Dabbers 

(717) 726-3343 

LOC: Mill Hall, PA 

June 6-7, 1998 

Midwest Trail Riders Association 
(314) 576-4015 

LOC: Lesterville, MO 

June 13-14, 1998 

Merrimack Valley Trail Riders 
(800) 757-0203 


(517) 782-4567 
LOC: Newberry, MI 


K-T Riders 
(502) 522-6624 


(202) 697-8382 


Racer Productions 
(304) 284-0084 
LOC: Elizabeth, WV 





(812) 542-1150 


time there, folks who didn’t know 
any better even referred to motor- 
cycles generically as “Hondas.” 
Then the woods filled with two- 
strokes and here we are today. It’s 
been quite a ride. 

€ But look at the image from our 
innocent beginnings. Check out 
the smile on that sweetie riding 
shotgun. She’s hooked; she’s get- 
ting a taste of everything she’s 
ever been warned about, wrapped 
up in a happy, red, un-threatening 
package. Look at him, with that 
grin on his face and that JFK hair- 
do. He’s nabbed himself a major 


፦ == everywhere. For a short period of 
LA x 


score, and he knows it. Before the Honda, 
the only expensive tool he had was a slide 
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Connection 
39 800-221-7560 


www.factoryconnection.com 
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6 Trail Rider 


LOC: Renfro Valley, KY 


Cycle Conservation Club 


September 12-15, 1996 


LOC: Golden Fond, KY 
September 16-19, 1998 
Colorado Sportrides 


LOC: Steamboat Springs, CO 
September 19-20, 1998 


September 26-27, 1996 
Stoney Lonesome Motorcycle Club 


LOC: Columbus, IN 

Desert Motorcycle Promotions 
(602) 488-6357 

LOC: Phoenix, AZ 

October 3-4, 1998 

Northern Virginia Trail Riders 
(540) 547-3317 

LOC: Mt. Solon, VA 

October 10-11, 1998 

Ridge Runners Motorcycle Club 
408) 688-2857 

LOC: Angels Camp, CA 
October 17-18, 1998 

Enduro Riders Association 
937) 256-8365 

LOC: McArthur, OH 

Tour ዘ' Trails Promotions 
818) 890-2209 

LOC: TBA 

October 24-25, 1998 

Trail Riders of Houston 

281) 376-4726 

LOC: Terlingua, TX 

November 27-28, 1998 
District 57 Dual Sport 

818) 249-2141 

LOC: Los Angeles, CA 





rule and a pocket protector, and now he’s 
the man! 

Oh, those were the days. We’re so glad 
Honda took the plunge back in ‘63. 


Ride Baja 

It seems like everybody wants to ride in 
Baja these days, and it’s a good thing, too. 
This way there’s something for all the tour 
operators to do! Along with the ranks of Baja 
tour offerings you'll see in the back of this 
book, we also welcome Larry Roeseler to the 
touring business. LR is offering four trips to 
Baja this year, with a variety of packages 
starting at $895 for a three-day ride to 
$2750 for a full-on eight-day 1100 mile sam- 
pling of the whole peninsula. Details on 
every trip are different, and you can rent 
motorcycles or bring your own. The best we 
can recommend is that you get in touch with 
them for a brochure and more information. 
You can learn more by logging onto on the 
Internet, or call Tim Clark for an information 
package at (818)957-1166. 


Desert Tour 

Remember the Spring Tour of Nevada. As 
we reported last month, our old friend Matt 
Ernst of Nevada Motorcycle Adventures is 
offering two possible special trips for Trail 
Rider readers. Option £1 is April 12—17, 
1998, riding 80 to 100 miles a day along 
the Nevada/California border, as high as the 
snow will let us. The regular price is $1795 
for the tour, but for eight riders or more Matt 
will charge only $1495. 

Option #2 is June 21—26. Plenty of ghost 
towns, hot springs, dry lakes, you name it. 
The cost for this one is $1695 for eight or 
more riders. The costt of either tour includes 
a guide, motorcycle, fuel, support vehicle, 
five nights lodging (double occupancy), five 
dinners and breakfasts, six lunches and trail 
refreshments. Reservations must ከፎ 
received before February 28th, so talk it 
over with your buddies and call NMA to get 
hooked up, at (702)559-4580, or e-mail to . 
We've done it twice before, and had a ball! 
















Golden Spectro 
23-80 11533 LIME 


Voted Favorite 
2-Stroke Oil by Dirt Rider 
Readers* Again! 


ም Jeff Fredette (KAW) A.M.A. 
District 17 Hare Scrambles Champion 
18.0.፻. Silver Medal in Italy 


TAES: =መ 













ከ Davis (KAW) A.M.A. £ osh McLevy (HON) N.E.T.R.A. Ve Á< 
Hare & Hound Series Champion 3 : E Hare Scrambles Champion E 
wr NS ANE RUE e x ከ. መ: ጋር) NEHMEN. 













JR i WATER COOLED 
MOTORCYCLE 0 : 
2-cycle engine d d 11 d - 
lubricant 3 5 ነ ነዙ. ١ = 
Fred Hoess (SUZ) E.C.E.A. 
Enduro Overall Champion 


ለሊ: RUNE ቃል‏ عل 


Jason Cayer (CRE) N.E.T.R.A. SE 26 OZ. (3549 UTERI 
Enduro Champion 
















And These Off-Road Champions Like It Too! 


SPECTRO OILS OF AMERICA 
993 Federal Rd. , Brookfield, CT 06804 


Choicelin Motorcycle Wabricants 1-800-2-GET-OIL 
* Source: 1996 and 1997 Dirt Rider Bind-in Survey (brand of two-stroke oil purched most often) 





SALES, TESTING AND SERVICE FOR 


CPXV XL 


ELECTRONIC 


IMPORTER AND DISTRIBUTOR 


PVL PERFORMANCE 
AND 
MOTOPLAT IGNITIONS 


PERFORMANCE RACING IGNITIONS 


Applications For Most Single Cylinder 2-Stroke Engines 
Available in Analog and Digitally Controlled 


Advance and Retard Circuits motoplat 


Available Through Your Local Dealership 
1115 Milan Avenue, Amherst, Ohio 44001 Ph: (440)988-4474 Fax: (440)998-4476 


| | 


[5 A War Ours There! That's why you need to 
Arm Yourself with the Best Artillary available... 


a IMS TANKS When it comes to Fit, Finish 

and Quality, IMS makes the Best After 

Market Large Capacity Tanks Available! 

e All New Designer Series Tanks - 3.0 Gals 
Ty Davis, Steve Hatch, Kevin Hines Replicas 

e The New YZ & RM are Slimmer Than Stock! 

e The Largest Selection and Color Availability 
on the market! '98s Available. 


IMS FUEL SYSTEMS 


Fill Dump Cans that allow 
you to fill your woods tank 
in under 6 seconds! 


2 > Bearing, Crank Pin and Thrust Washer. 
ABSOLUTELY The Best Crank Rod Money Can Buy! 


AST CHECK OUT SOME OF THE PROS WHO 
USE IMS PRODUCTS 


MICHAEL LAFFERTY e TY DAVIS 
SCOTT SUMMERS ٠ STEVE HATCH 
RODNEY SMITH ፥ LARRY ROESELER 
KEVIN HINES ٠ SCOTT PLESSINGER 
TOMMY NORTON ٠ PAUL EDMONSON 
PAUL KRAUSE ٠ JASON DAHNERS 
DONNIE BOOK « DESTRY ABBOTT 
Daily Shipping Of 
I All IMS Products ESS 


Call ei For Our latest Catalog! iss. via urs 
“ረህ = e: 
#ሀ Box Springs paral Unit E « Riverside, CA 92507 
Web: www.imsproducts.com E-mail: imsinfo@deltanet.com 


IMS Heavy Duty Shift Levers 


IMS Pro Series Footpegs 
17-4 Cast Stainless Steel 
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EASTERN: 


NEWS 


Back Again 

First on the list this month is the note from 
the happy Brandywine Enduro Riders, who 
are bringing back their Brandywine Enduro 
this year on July 26. It will be held in 
Crossforks, PA, which is in Potter County. 
The Brandywine Enduro will be part of the 
ECEA and District 4 series this year, and they 
promise all sorts of new trail and the best 
mix of terrain they’ve every found. BER says 
it’s going to be an enduro to satisfy every- 
one. Look for information from all your reg- 
ular ECEA sources, and check the BER Web 
site on the Internet, at . 


Many Thanks 


The ntral Cycle Club of the Central 
Village, CT, area sponsors the Pachaug Rock 
Ride turkey run each year, and it's a great lit- 
tle ride. Last year, the donated all of the pro- 
ceeds from their ride to the NETRA legal 
defense fund, which was something in 
excess of $2000! Talk about a great club! 
They deserve a slap on the back and an 
“attaboy” from everyone in New England! 





For the second year in a row, Lyle Lovett was not at 
the NETRA banquet. Instead, he was riding in Baja 
with Bernardo, and Jerry sent this photo. 


NETRA Weekend a 
Success 


The annual NETRA Awards Banquet was 
just last weekend, and we can report that 
everybody got through the long Saturday 
maybe a little tired, but there were no 
injuries. Actually, we had a grand old time, 
with all the usual product displays, tons of 
people attending, and a lot of good cheer. 





Just the way you want to spend a rainy 
weekend in Springfield. Look for a full report 
and photos in next month’s TR. 


First Scrambles 

NETRA's Clarkie’s Wild Ride hare scram- 
bles kicked off the NETRA season last week- 
end, and Tommy Norton was the guy who 
picked up the overall, just like the old days. 
Norton was riding his new Yamaha YZ125, 
and took the overall by six minutes. Kenny 
Valentine from New York took second over- 
all on his KTM. Interesting to note that the 
combined age of the two top finishers at 
Clarkie’s was over 70 years, much to the 
consternation of young Pat Timothy, who fin- 
ished third overall on his Kawasaki, and was 
heard to remark “I can't believe I was beat- 
en by a couple of old men." Norton plans to 
win the NETRA hare scrambles series again 
this year, and it looks like he's off to a good 
start. April will see the second race, Lembo 
Lake, and we'll see what happens then. 


Eastern Boys 

Same date as the first NETRA event was 
the first AMA National Hare Scrambles in 
Hollister, California. It isn't eastern, we 
know, but a number of our familiar faces 
were there, getting tuned up for the season 
to come. Local boy Mike Lafferty was there, 
and word has it he spent a large part of the 
beginning of the race leading the pack, only 
to slide back down the standings as the mud 
took its toll. The race was held in epic mon- 
soon conditions, from what we heard, and it 
was difficult to see your hand in front of your 
face it was raining so hard. Josh McLevy was 
also there, and he finished the event fifth 
overall, right behind Lafferty. ISDE rider 
Brian Garrahan won the overall, with GNCC 
regular Doug Blackwell finishing second, 
while Brian's brother Pat finished third over- 
all. Also of note, NETRA rider "Low-End" 
Luke McNeil drove out with Charlie McLevy, 
Josh's father, and rode to a 18th overall fin- 
ish, winning the 125cc Expert class easily. 
Everybody's getting tuned up for Florida; 
there's going to be some killer racing down 
there! O 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES 








1998 ECEA Series 


3/15 Sandy Lane Enduro, Greenbank, NJ 

3/29 Greenbrier National Enduro, Belleplain, NJ 
4/5 Stumpjumper Enduro, Warren Grove, NJ 
4/19 Reading National H. 5., New Phila, FA 

4/26 ECEA Hare Scrambles, Delaware 

5/3 Pine Hill Enduro, New Lisbon, NJ 

5/10 ECEA Hare Scrambles, PBER, South Jersey 
5/17 Curly Fern Enduro, Indian Mille, NJ 

5/24 Broad Mountain Enduro, New Phila., PA 
5/31 ECEA Tri-Co Hare Scrambles, South Jersey 
6/7 11/22 ECEA/GNCC H. S., Manahawkin, NJ 
6/14 Ridge Run Enduro, Stanhope, NJ 

6/21 VFTR Hare Scrambles, Eastern PA 


, 6/21 Tri-Co Dual Sport, South Jersey 
. 6/28 Southern Tier Enduro, Eastern NY 


7/12 Little Rhody Nat. Enduro, W. Greenwich, RI 


1998 NETRA Series 


1/51 Clarkie'e Wild Ride Jr. Enduro, Freetown, MA 

2/1 Clarkie'e Wild Ride H.S., Freetown, MA 

2/8 Snow Run Enduro, Stafford CT 

4/26 Lembo Lake Hare Scrambles, Modena, NY 
4/25 William Phelan Mem. Junior Enduro, Brimfield MA 
4/25 Nervous Novice Farent/Child Ride, Brimfield MA 
5/3 Hoot Owl Hare Scrambles, Uxbridge, MA 

5/16 Nervous Novice Parent/Child Ride, Fishouse, NY 
5/16 CATRA Junior Enduro, Fiehouse NY 

5/17 CATRA Hare Scrambles, Fishouse NY 

5/17 Gnarly Dude Turkey Run, West Greenwich RI 
5/31 John Monahan Enduro, Freetown MA 

6/7 King Philip Enduro, Wrentham MA 

6/15 NETRA Enduro School, Brimfield, MA 

6/14 New Eng. Championship Enduro, Somers CT 
6/15-14 New Hampshire Classic T.R., Loudon NH 
6/20 Dam Good Junior Enduro, Thomaston CT 
6/20 Nervous Novice Ride, Thomaston, CT 

6/21 Dam Good Hare Scrambles, Thomaston CT 
6/27 Firecracker Junior Enduro, Union CT 

6/27 Nervous Novice Farent/Child Ride, Union CT 
6/28 Conn. State Hare Scrambles, Union CT 

7/5 Central Vermont Hare Scrambles, Cheleea, VT 
7/4 Berkshire Jr. Enduro, Granville MA 

7/4 Nervous Novice Parent/Child ride, Granville, MA 
7/12 Little Rhody National Enduro, W. Greenwich RI 
7/12 Greylock Hare Scrambles, Windsor MA 

7/14 Tri-State Enduro, Oxford MA 

7125 Knox Junior Enduro, Southampton MA 

7/25 Nervous Novice Farent/Child ride, Southampton MA 
7/26 Belltown Scrambles, East Hampton CT 





7/12 Foggy Mountain Enduro, Blain, PA 

7/26 BER Enduro, Crossforks, PA 

8/9 Canyon Enduro, Middlebury Center, PA 
&/16 Speedsville Enduro, Speedsville, NY 
8/23 ECEA Hare Scrambles, Stanhope, NJ 
8/50 Beehive Enduro, Mauricetown, NJ 

9/15 Michaux Enduro, Shippensburg, FA 
9/20 Moonshine Enduro, Brandonville, PA 
9/27 Scrub Pine Enduro, New Lisbon, NJ 
10/4 Pine Barons Enduro, Chatsworth, NJ 
10/11 SJER Dual Sport, Indian Mills, NJ 

10/11 ECEA Hare Scrambles, Whiteford, MD 
10/16 RORR Dual Sport, New Philadelphia, FA 
10/18 ECEA Hare Scrambles, Lummis Mill, NJ 
10/25 Delaware State Enduro, Del. City, DE 
11/8 MCI Hare Scrambles, Warren Grove, NJ 
11/1 Green Marble Enduro, Whiteford, MD 
11/15 Meteor Dual Sport, South Jersey 


8/2 Slippery Root Hare Scrambles, W. Unity, NH 

8/9 Berkshire Mudslinger Enduro, Granville, MA 

8/16 Kayaderosseras Kaper T.R. , Lake Desolation, NY 
8/22 Nervous Novice Farent/Child Ride, Union CT 

8/22 Salmon Run Junior Enduro, Union CT 

8/23 Salmon Run Hare Scrambles, Union CT 

8/24 Rocky Mtn. Jr. Enduro, Alton NH 

8/50 Rocky Mtn Hare Scrambles, Alton, NH 

9/6 Hoot Owl Il Hare Scrambles, Uxbridge MA 

9/15 Ammonoosuc River Turkey Run, North Haverhill NH 
9/15 Greylock Enduro, Lee MA 

9/15 Stateline Hare Scrambles, Boyntonville NY 

9/20 Triple B Ill Turkey Run, New Boston MA 

9/20 Woodsocross Hare Scrambles, West Greenwich RI 
9/26 Nervous Novice Parent/Child Ride, Brimfield MA 
9/26 Steerage Rock Junior Enduro, Brimfield MA 

9/27 2000 Fall Turkey Run, Wrentham MA 

10/4 Mohawk Enduro, Adams MA 

10/10 Clarkie'e Wild Ride Junior Enduro, Aesonet MA 
10/10 Nervous Novice Farent Child ride, Aesonet MA 
10/11 Clarkie'e Wild Ride Il H.S., Aesonet MA 

10/11 Tri State Turkey Run, Winchendon MA 

10/18 Cockaponset Enduro, Chester CT 

10/15 Halloween Fun Run Charity Ride, Freetown MA 
10/25 Fachaug Rock Ride Turkey Run, Central Village CT 
11/7 Jack Frost Junior Enduro, Winchendon MA 

11/7 Nervous Novice Farent/Child Ride, Winchendon MA 
11/1 Black & Blue Enduro, Stafford CT 

11/15 Broken Feg Enduro, Central Village CT 

12/6 Toys for Tots Charity Ride, T.B.A. 








STRONG PIPES 


They say we’re the most expensive pipe, 


New England Trail Rider 
Association (NETRA) 
80. Box 478 
Ellington, CT 06029 
(860)875-5757 
East Coast Enduro 
Association (ECEA) 
RD 4, Box 5671 
Jonestown; PA 17038 
(717)865-0601 
Vermont Trail Riders Asc. 
(VETRA) 

P.O. Box 136 
South Pomfret, VT 05067 
Pennsylvania Trail 
Riders Association 
(PATRA) 

Box 77 
Thomasville, PA 17364 
Racer Productions 
(AMA GNCC Series) 
Route 7, Box 459 
Morgantown, WV 26505 
(304)284-0084 
Budds Creek MX/H.S. 
(301)475-2000 


AMA 
P.O. Box 6114 
Westerville, OH 43081 
(614)891-2425 
New York Trail Rider 
Alliance, NYTRA 
New England-New York 
Coalition, NENYC 
8 Komar Drive 
Charlton, NY 12019 
New Jersey Trails 
Conservancy (NJTC) 
1799 Route 38 
Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 
District 6 Sports Asc. 
P.O. Box 554 
Lebanon, PA 17042 
(717)272-6896 
SETRA 


5165 Thompson Mill Rd. 


Lithonia, GA 30038 
Blue Ribbon Coalition 
P.O. Box 5449 
Pocatello, ID 83202 
(208)237-1557 











but for the price you get a pipe that will 
outlast all others, and fits perfectly. 


Will a cheap pipe do that? No way. 
AVAILABLE AS: 
cone-style Works Pipes ٠ Factory Pipes 

Nickel Pipes (with plated finish) 
Torque or Mid-Top Pipes 

DIAL IN THE POWERBAND YOU WANT! 

Silencers & Spark Arrestors 
TO MATCH ALL PIPES-EVEN PRO-CIRCUIT & FMF! 

ALL MODELS, 50cc TO 500cc! 


Call us for the best pipes! 


(315)258-9371 


1896 Townline Rd., Union Springs NY 13160 
Fax (315)253-3699 
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Tan Preview 








eing on the opposite coast from Yamaha 

USA, we were introduced to the new 
Yamaha four-stroke in a kind of backwards 
way. January 20th we flew out to Las Vegas for 
the introduction of the WR400F, the “woods 
version” of the new YZ400, the offspring of 
Doug Henry's history-making four-stroke 
motocrosser. Once there, sequestered with 
my brother journalists, it was plain that Trail 
Rider was the only magazine in attendance 
that hadn't slung a leg over the YZ yet. All the 
other mags are right down the street from 
Yamaha’s Southern California office, and it’s 
easy for them to snap something new right up. 
We will work out a test on the YZ version for 
all you hare scramblers who are interested— 
and besides, we want to know if the 
YZ might just be better for really cut- 
throat enduro riding—but we're going 
to have to wait a month or so until we 
get a ride on one.e. 

Not a big problem. We were so excit- | 
ed about getting to ride either of 
them—and to be truthful, something 
with a headlight on it is more to our 
liking—that riding the WR first is just 
fine with us.s. 

So we're going to cut the crap here. 
We're not going to feed you the whole 
history of the new Yamaha thumper, fe, 
and not going to construct some (fq 
lengthy lead to this story in an attempt 
to show how hip we are. All we're 
going to do is spell out all the answers 


TTTITITIT 


recA SAAR AL 


Aerial view of our secret test riding spots 3 
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18-inch wheel, spark arrestor, and 
coolant catch tank at the back end. 


Brand new, but born a legend 


to the few questions we’ve really got about the 
WR4OOF. 
First, What's Different? 

Between the motocross-only YZ and the WR, 
you will find these differences on the WR: 

* The WR uses a wide-ratio transmission, 
with all five gears completely different from 
what is in the YZ. Both bikes use a five-speed 
box. 

* The airbox in the WR has a lid and extra 
sound baffling that you won't find on the YZ. 
The Yamaha engineers swear that taking the 
airbox lid off doesn't improve the power one 
bit. 

* There's a large muf- 


" 


fler with a spark arrestor 


ጨር ጨፊ: 
| rail Rider's unpaid desert volunteer Jimmy Lewis twists the neck of the WR. It 
feels a lot more mellow than the YZ, but still has the juice to get exciting. 


YAMAHA WR400F 


on the WR. In it, you will find a sound baffle in 
the tailpipe that quiets the bike right down, 
but is easily removable for serious racing. 

* In order to pass import laws, the WR has 
been fitted with a stop on the throttle, that lim- 
its the bike to half throttle, out of the crate. It 
is easily removable, and we'd expect this fea- 
ture to never get off the dealer's showroom 
floor. 

* A bigger fuel tank; 5.2 gallons compared to 
the YZ's 2.1 gallons. Also, the petcock on the 
WR has a "reserve" position. 

* Different seat and right side panel, to 































| TF EEE 1 
eem Cutaway engine shows all the good stuff 
inside. Note position sensor wire on carb. 









accommodate the different tank and muffler. 1997 Closeouts: 


* Different front hub configuration, to accom- 
modate a drive for the odometer that is sup- 
plied on the stock bike (Yay!). AE VAY TO GO" 

* 18-inch rear wheel. 

* Steel rear sprocket, for enduro durability, 
and an o-ring chain. 

* Frame-mounted sidestand. 

* The WR has a lighting coil ignition (65 watt) 
with a larger flywheel. The WR also comes 
stock with a 60 watt headlight and an enduro- 


WAS: NOW: 
ATK 250LQ, demo.............................. $5795 $4500 
ATK 250LQ, new ........... i 
ATK 350 Dual Sport, new...... 
ATK 350 Cross Country, new .... 
605 Dual Sport, demo........... 5 
605 Cross Country, new ................ ...... . $7295 $6400 
Need to make room for '98s. Limited Supply--Act Fast! 








style taillight, and the electrical system uses a We Carry a Full Line of Off-Road Needs, Apparel, Tires, Parts, Etc. 
voltage regulator to keep everything happy. 

* The suspension components are the same 
between the two bikes, although the WR uses RICHMOND 


cushier valving and different spring weights to መቴ. 
accommodate the differences in chassis con- ጋ/ጋ rfs 
figuration (different tank, higher weight). 7 0 


٠ As far as we’re told, the WR weighs about 
12 pounds more than the YZ. Route 197, 1-95 Exit 26, 1 mile east e Richmond, ME ° (207)737-8481 


That's it. Aside from the above, the WR is 
Suspension Service 











identical to the YZ. The specs sound good, but 
we were all itching to ride it, and that's what 
we did next. 
Lighting It Up 
Shades of the Suzuki RMX, two things really 


hobble the WR400: the factory-installed throt- B EE በፌ. | e 
tle limiter and the exhaust insert. The throttle 3 rew mit 
limiter is a metal stop-bar screwed onto the d d 


side of the carb, and it is easily replaced with 


ECEA Grand Champion 
Fred Hoess X 


Get the best 
suspension 
performance 
possible! 


With over 25 
years of off-road 
suspension tuning 
experience, Drew 
Smith is the best 
choice for your 
next fork and 





The WR handles well for a brand-new bike, although "NM /፡ shock revalve 
the suspension will need tuning if you race it. ai £ Pk ነ 9 33-1 z : 


The hest suspension performance at the most reasonable price. Used by Fred Hoess, 
Chris Smith, Barry Hawk, Mark Spence, Rich Lafferty and Kevin Bennett. 
b m rg Fast turnaround and personalized service! 





pirate aco cuni cene Nf "i ኒ AR 8 5 - 2 — - 
የ new motor. ia hot start button (arrow), Same Day Shipping! , (908)637-6385 ር 
2ت رد‎ ለለ W.ER. * Box 279A Jenny Jump Ave., * Great Meadows, NJ 07838 
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the stop-bar from the YZ, which 
is shorter (and therefore allows 
the throttle to open fully). If 
you want an education in mel- 
low, ride around with the throt- 
tle limiter in place. It feels 
exactly like a bike that’s limited 
to half-throttle, and they do this 
to pass EPA sound require- 
ments for importation. 

You take the exhaust insert 
out, and it wakes up the top 
end power somewhat, but it 
also makes the bike quite 
noisy. Most everybody does the 
same thing to the Honda XRs, 
and they too become offensive- 
ly noisy with the insert out. We 
only had one day to ride the 
bike, and no time to test jetting 
or anything, but we'll stick our 
necks out and recommend that 
everyone back east leave the 
noise insert in—it doesn't seem 
to affect the meat of the power 
that much, and the bike is 
much more pleasant to ride 
without the extra noise. Either 
that or wait for White Brothers or someone 
else to come up with a turn-down insert that 
comes midway between the two stock 
options. 

Brand-new and cold, the bike we had was a 
little finicky to start, but that's normal with a 
new, unfamiliar four-stroke. Like any thumper, 
you have to make sure it's just past top dead 
center on the compression stroke before you 
give it the serious boot, and it's easy to do 
that with the WR400 because it has a handle- 
bar-mounted compression release. The bike 
also has a pumper carb on it, so you have to 
keep in mind that every time you crack the 





The throttle stop is located on the right 
side of the carb body, and can be 
replaced with a YZ stop easily. 


Zw throttle open you're 
squirting go-juice in the 
cylinder. The choke but- 
ton is easy to get at, and 
the bike also has a hot- 
start button that's a little 
unique. When you pull it 
out, it opens a valve that 
bleeds fresh air past the 
carb and straight into the 
intake manifold. In 
essence, it is a switch 
that opens a metered air 
leak. So you have every 
option available to make 
the bike easier to start. 

And basically, it is easy 
to start. Choke when it's 
cold, none when it's 
warm, and use the hot- 
start button when you 
dump it. Never touch the 
throttle when you're start- 
ing, unless you know it 
needs the throttle open 
(which is intuitive when 
you really get to under- 
stand a four-stroke, trust 
us). You don't have to kick it like a Harley 
rider, just boot it through smartly. 

All the controls are typical Japanese, and 
we're not talking stereotype here; at least we 
think we're not. The clutch feels light, the 
brakes feel right, the kickstart lever isn't terri- 
bly long, like all the Euro four-strokes. It’s a 
good, quality feel, overall. And the cockpit is 
roomy, which is a little surprising in a bike 
with a fairly short wheelbase. Dare we say it— 
it feels like a YZ.. 

Riding It 

So with all the fiddling, familiarizing, un-plug- 

ging and bar adjusting out of the way, we final- 





XT ME 


17 WATER ST. ٠ WARREN, 


RT 


R.I. 02885 


401-245-4003 


THOR, MOOSE, XTREME, SINISALO, MSR, ALPINESTARS, 
ANSWER, FMF OFF-ROAD GEAR 


BOOTS BY THOR, ALPINESTARS, GAERNE, 


ANSWER, MSR, HI- 


POINT, AGV AND TEKNIC 
YUASA BATTERIES ٠ NGK SPARK PLUGS 


BELL, LAZER, VECTOR, ARAI, CYBER, SHOEI, BIEFFE, 
SIMPSON HELMETS 


LEATHERS BY TEKNIC, 


AGV AND 


VANSON, HEIN GERICKE, AGV, ZR1, 


STREETLINE AND FIRST GEAR 
MOTORSPORT VIDEOS 
DUNLOP, IRC, CHENG SHIN, PIRELLI, METZELER TIRES 
FMF SYSTEMS ° DID CHAIN * BOYESEN REEDS 
MAXIMA, BEL-RAY, GOLDEN SPECTRO OILS AND LUBES 
WET SUITS AND DRY SUITS BY SLIPPERY WHEN WET, JET 
PILOT, USIA AND XTREME 
SNOWMOBILE APPAREL AND PARTS 


10% NETRA DISCOUNT! 


OPEN THURSDAY THRU MONDAY, 
12 NOON — 4 PM. 


SUNDAY 
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10 A.M. — 7 PM. 








ly fired it up and went for a ride. You're not 
going to feel a real grunt off the bottom out of 
this bike, like a Honda XR. Instead, Yamaha 
built what will be referred to as a “midrange” 
bike, a bike that feels better ridden in the 
midrange rather than torqued around all over 
the place. But remember, this is still a four- 
stroke. It’s a lot like a Husaberg in this regard. 
People who are used to grunty four-strokes, or 
expect their arms to be yanked out of their 
sockets, are going to say that the bike is “soft” 
off the bottom. It isn’t. It just feels that way. 
When you get used to it, you find that it has 
enough bottom end to chug you through any- 
thing you point it at. It just doesn’t have any 
excess. 

The other thing we found kind of odd is the 
smoothness of the gear engagement. When 
you click it into gear you don’t feel anything. 
They've got a cush-drive clutch hub of some 
type in there, and there's no clunk or click or 
jerk forward or anything. It just goes into gear 
and waits for you to ease out the clutch. 

When you do that, it just moves off. Yes, 
they put a wide-ratio gearbox on this bike, but 
the transmission ratios are just about perfect. 
First gear is low enough for just about any- 
thing, and every gear after that just steps 
along in procession, without missing a beat. 
We noticed no shifting quirks, no popping out 
off gear, and no stickiness in the shifting at all. 
It'S as smooth as a baby's behind, and when 
you stop you can easily find neutral any time 
you want. 

Or wait a minute—should we quote Sidney 
Dickson and say it'S as smooth as a mashed 
potato sandwich on white bread with mayo? 
You get the idea.. 

Powerwise, the WR400 is going to make a lot 
of people happy. It's really close to an XR400; 
so close we're not going to be able to tell 
which is quicker until we get both of these 
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Skid Plates available for all Husabergs 


426 Elm St., Biddeford, ME 04005 


VUSABERLT 




















compelir ዘ በበ at the same time. We 
think the WR is a little faster than the XR, but 
like we said, not quite as torquey off the bot- 
tom. The WR is also not as hellishly violent in 
the midrange as a Husaberg 400, which a lot 
of people find a little intimidating. Like the 
transmission, the power output is smooth and 
predictable, exactly what you’d expect from a 
400 four-stroke. 

Is the above paragraph not what you wanted 
to hear? There’s no way around it, the WR400 
has good power, but it’s not a missile. The 
YZ40O is a ground-breaking bike—it’s the first 
four-stroke motocrosser introduced by a 
Japanese manufacturer. The YZ has a lot of 
impressive features: a double overhead cam 
five-valve head, a position sensitive carb slide, 
close-ratio MX transmission and plenty of 
power, with power delivery that a lot of test 
riders tell me is not going to be pleasant in the 
tight woods. It’s a heck of a bike, but unfortu- 
nately the WR400 was born in it’s shadow and 
everyone expects the WR to be also a new, 


The Hills are Alive with 
The — of Thunder! 


DIAMOND 
MOTOR 
SPORTS 


P.0. BOX 13, CAMDEN, DE 19934 


wild, outrageous machine. 
And, so far as we can tell 
after one day of riding it, it 
isn't. It's just a new, good 
5 enduro-type four-stroke and 
it’s going to be wildly popular 
and very good at what it does. 
But it's not going to scare you 
when you twist it open. You'll 
just be happy you own it.. 

Suspension and Handling 

One place the WR is going 
to really turn heads is in the 
handling. Yamaha told us 
over and over that they were 
basing this bike on the YZ two 
stroke, and by golly we 
believe they've done it. Yes, it 
` weighs more than a two- 
stroke, and it also weighs more than the 
YZ40O, but it carries the weight well. With just 
a one-day ride so far, and absolutely no fid- 
dling with suspension clickers, spring preload, 
fork oil level and all the things we usually fool 
with, the bike handled really well. Very neu- 
tral, allowing you to sit in the middle of the 
bike and feel like both ends were in control, 
even in Nevada's severely tractionless condi- 
tions. There was also no hint of headshake, 
even at speed in gravel sandwashes, and a 
good feel available for what both ends of the 
bike were doing. We'll predict with confidence 
that this bike will handle very well in eastern 
conditions. 

The suspension is also good. Yamaha fitted 
the bike with conventional forks with 
adjustable compression and rebound settings, 
exactly the same as the YZ, and the rear shock 
is also off the YZ, and fully adjustable. Trail 
riders and anybody who rides the WR strictly 
for fun will probably be perfectly happy with 
the stock suspension. Racers, of course, are 
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Rt. 9, Bennington, VT 05201 


SPECIFICATIONS 
Yamaha WR400F 


Engine Type: Liquid-cooled 4 stroke 
Displacement: 399cc 

Bore/Stroke: 92 X 60.1mm 
Tranemiesion: Five-epeed WR 
Gearing: N/A 

Chain: O-ring 

Tank Capacity: 3.2 gal. 

Carburetion: Keihin 39 FCR 
Ignition: CDI 65w lighting 
Forks: KYB Conv. forks 
Suspension Travel: 11.8 in. 

Front Brake: Hydraulic disc 

Front Tire: Dunlop 490 1 
Rear Suspension: Adj. Comp./Reb. 
Suspension Travel: 12.4 in. 





Rear Brake: Hydraulic disc 

Rear Tire: Dunlop 695 616 
Seat Height: 39 in. 

Wheelbase: 58.6 in. 

Ground Clearance: 14.7 in. 

Claimed Dry Weight: 240 lbs. 

Suggested Retail Price: — $5899 





going to be a different story. 

And we say this because the WR has what 
we’re beginning to recognize as a typical 
Japanese trail bike damping curve. It seems 
like almost all of the off-road bikes from the 
Orient have a suspension setup that is soft in 
the beginning of the travel and then it 
becomes rapidly firmer after about half the 
travel is used up. Of course, it’s a good theo- 
ry, but we think that in the interest of safety all 
of these bikes feature damping that gets firm 
enough to almost absorb a drop from the 
average second-story roof in the last part of 
travel. Racers and real serious trail riders 
know that better response can be obtained by 
taking the components to a reputable suspen- 
sion tuner, who will take out the “wall” of 
damping in the last part of the stroke and 


YAMAHA 


‘98 400’s & WR’s 
available here! 


limited supply, 
reserve yours now 





All ‘98 Street 


Bikes in 
stock & on 
sale now! 
Call and ask 
for Kris 
Mooney! 


Kawasaki 


TIMES R 


‘98 KDX220’s on sale now! Call! 


$ SUZUKI. 


Real Clean Used Bikes 
‘97 KTM 195EXC $3595 
‘94 KTM 300EXC $2595 
‘95 KTM 300EXC $3495 

‘95 KTM SXR50 $995 

‘94 Yamaha YZ250 $2395 
‘96 KTM 125EXC $3395 

‘97 Kawasaki KX125 $3195 


(802)447-8606 ` 





March 1998 13 





“Where Riding is a Way of Life" 


Manchester Honda Racing and KTM 
Sportmotorcycles USA. The Ultimate Combination. 
The Ultimate Weapon for Off-Road Competition 


We still have a good selection of 
1998 models, 1255, 2505, 5 
and 3805. Also stay tuned for 
the all new 65cc Mini and the 
"98 RXC'S--two inch lower seat 
height & electric start! 

Call for availabilily. 


KTM. Innovation. Quality. 
What more can we say? 
MHR is conveniently located at 30 
Adams St., Manchester, CT 
Exit 62 off I-84 east or west. 
Mon-Fri 9-7, Sat 9-4 
Phone: 1-860-645-3120 


Check out our Web site! 
www.manchesterhonda.com 


For fast delivery of Honda or KTM parts, 
please call 1(800)348-0070 
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Trust us, with so many to choose from, 
KTM has the bike you need to do the job. 


From S50ce to 620cc, Supercross, Motocross, Off-Road, Enduro, Cross 


Country or Dual Sport, KTM has the most extensive high-performance oft- 


road lineup available. Check ‘em out at Cliff's Cycles-they go fast! 


Outstanding Set-Up and Preparation 
for your New KTM 


All Set-Ups include Full Protection Kit 
Huge Parts Inventory 
Serving the Off-Road Rider for 29 Years 


Unmatched Customer Service 
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ES 
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ait; 


Cliff Frazee 
84 Rockwood Road (Route 115) 
Norfolk, MA 02056 (508)528-2936 
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leave you with a suspension that uses all the travel smoothly, top to 
bottom. Have the WR’s suspension professionally tuned and set-up, 
and this will be one of the truly great off-road bikes of all time. 

New England riders know ahead of time that there isn’t a bike made 
that handles our typical root and rock infested terrain well without 
modification, and the WR400 will be the same as the rest. It will work 
for some, and we’ll bet it works even better once it’s broken in, and 
one has a chance to closely tune the damping adjustments, oil level 
and all that. But when we get a WR400 test bike out to the East Coast, 
we'll wind up having the suspension modified, just to see how good it 
can be. 

Should You Buy It? 

A curious thing is happening across the country. The YZ400 has been 
so anxiously anticipated that there are thousands of motocrossers 
eagerly climbing aboard a four-stroke for the first time, and frankly they 
have no idea what they're doing. They think the YZ is going to roost 
around the track like their YZ or RM or whatever, and they're finding 
that they have to learn how to ride all over again. They also don't know 
how to start a four-stroke, and they're going to have to learn how to do 
it correctly, because you can't start a thumper the same way you start 
a two-stroke. We'll predict a lot of broken kickstarters from loads of 
heavy-footed MXers on YZ400s, not because the parts are weak, but 
just because they don't know how to kick them. 

And the same thing goes for the WR400. If you're a four-stroke rider, 
you're going to really like this bike. Casual trail riders are going to love 
it from the start. Enduro riders and hare scramblers are going to be 
more critical, but they'll all finally agree that this bike is a very viable 
alternative between what is already available from Japanese manufac- 
turers in the four stroke class, and the relatively higher cost European 
machines from Husaberg, KTM and Husky, among others. If you're a 
two-stroke rider, don't expect to switch to a thumper and immediately 
be thrilled. You'll have to learn how to ride any four-stroke, and the 
WR400 is no different. 

Us, we're thrilled to see it out there, and can't wait to get one to the 
East Coast to see how it fits in with our riding. We predict it'll be great. 
Yamaha will sell a million of them, aftermarket companies will burn the 
midnight oil creating all sorts of hop-up parts for them, and a whole 
new crowd of satisfied riders will be piloting the bold, brilliant blue 
Yamahas. This is going to be a fun bike, and we can't wait to get it 
muddy. Q 


WE HAVE ALL YOUR ACCESSORIES 
AT GREAT PRICES! 
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WE'VE GOT ALL THE BRANDS COVERED! 


609-719-1446 


OR FAX US AT 609-719-1451 


LOCATED IN CHERRY PLAZA AT THE BERLIN CIRCLE 
115 ROUTE 73 NORTH, BERLIN NJ 08091 


OPERATED BY 


GARY NOBLE 
"A Rider Who Knows What Riders Want" 
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“The Finest Off-Road Performance Products for Less” 


IMS Enduro Series Tanks 

IMS Quick Fill Tanks 

IMS 4-gallon Quick Fill w/stand..$280.00 
IMS Shift Levers 


Carbon Fiber Skid Plates 
Carbon Fiber Pipe Guards 


Trask Mountain Jacket 
"Gore-Tex" 

Trask Mountain Pant 
"Gore-Tex” 

Moose Trophy Socks.... 
Large Gear Bag 

XCR Kidney Belt 

XCR Elbow Guards 

XCR Knee Guards 

Enduro Glasses 

Moose Race Fanny Pack 
Pro Enduro Roll Chart Holder 
Enduro Score Card Holder 
Aluminum Handguards 
Hand Protectors 


Complete Body Kit 
Includes: front fender, rear fender, 
side panels, and radiator shrouds 


Excel 21" Rims 
Excel 18" Rims 


VISA 


Tech Support 1-603-353-4145 


Timekeeping 


New Pacemaker III 
Replacement Sensor 

for Pacemaker 

ICO Pro Comp Comparotor 
ICO Auto Cal Electronic 
Odometer 


Works/Platinum Pipes 
Factory Sound Silencer 
Pro Circuit Works 

Wide Footpegs 

Spark Arrestor Silencer 


Gold Series Pipes 
ISDE Silencer 
Power Core Silencer 


Works Connection 


Aluminum “MX” Skid Plates $58.95 
Aluminum “Off-Road” 

Skid Plates 

Aluminum Frame Guards 

Aluminum Radiator Braces 


Aluminum Rear Caliper Guard 


Rear Aluminum Sprocket 
Front Sprocket 
Handlebars 


RK O-Ring 
DID X-Ring 
EK O-Ring 


800-677-5006 


E-Mail WEFOMASON@AOL.COM 


Brakes 


Dunlopad 


Solid Disc Rotors 
Braking Oversize Kit 


Goggles 


98 Smith Speed 
Speed Racer Pack 
Smith SMX 

SMX Racer Pack 
Scott 89 


Belray H1R 

Belray Gear Saver 
Torco GP7 

Torco Gear Oil 
Motul 600 2T 


W.E.R. Steering Damper 
Twin Air Foam Filters 
Hinson Billet Clutch Basket 
V-Force Reed Valve System 
Race Tools Muffler Plug 
Bridgestone H.D. Tubes 
Trelloborg Friction Spikes 
21" Front 

Trelloborg Friction Spikes 
110/100-18 Rear 
Aluminum Bike Stand 

ETE LCR IELC 

CamelBak 70 oz. System 
Steahly Flywheel Weights 
Factory Fit Fasteners 

244 pc. metric nuts and bolts specify 


YZ, RM, KX, CR or KTM kit 
American 
Express 


NGK Spark Plus ‘V’ Series 


Price and availability subject to change without notice. 
































By Cheri Alix, photos by Paul Clipper 


Union, CT 11/16 
now early in November is not unusual in 
New England, it’s just not welcome. 

Especially when there’s one final round 
remaining in the hare scramble series. The 
Belltown Scramble was originally scheduled 
for July, but due to land problems the club 
had to reschedule the event at another loca- 
tion. The new location was at Martin 
Michalec’s, where two other scrambles were 
held earlier in the year. 

Friday and Saturday’s storm dumped over 
three inches of snow and ice on the area, 
but this is New England, and it takes more 
than freezing temps and a little snow to 
keep most riders off their bikes. 

Over 140 riders showed up for the final 
event of the year, braving the freezing tem- 
peratures and threat for more snow. The 
Junior event was run first in the day on vir- 


ም. tal OT 257 ruber ET ety 
Josh McLevy never gave up the lead and never 
looked back. Snow? What snow? 





NETRA Hare Scramble Series Final Round - 


BELLTOWN SCRAM 


Last tango in Union 


gin snow. Seventeen Junior, eleven Minis 
and three Women’s class riders were on 
hand for the final round. This race was run 
the same as the main event, but instead of 
six laps they ran three laps. Derek Phelps 
started his KTM on the front row and stayed 
there for the entire race. Phelps took the 
Junior class win with just over two minutes 
On second place Joe Senecal. Mike 


Peristere finished third for the day back 
another six minutes. 





- ا 


Dave Gunn does the big squint; what most riders 
were doing once they took their goggles off. 


In the Mini class, it was another runaway 
win for Rob Langenback. Langenback com- 
pleted all three laps to take the class win 
with almost ten minutes on second place 
finisher, John Moore. Dawn Shayer edged 
out Heidi Landon, who has been dominat- 
ing the class all year, to take the Women's 
class win by just over one minute. Landon 
finished second, with third place Pamela 
McCann close behind. 

The Expert and Amateur riders lined up for 
the Blackwater-style start, four to a row with 








Dr. 
Art Menzel held on, rode safe, and stayed upright to 
claim second in the AA class. 





the first four rows reserved for the top AA 
riders. The front row had only one rider, 
Manchester Honda's Josh McLevy. Lined up 
on the second row were Dave Gunn, Arthur 
Menzel and Midtown Kawasaki's Randy 
McCann. 

The flag was dropped at 1:50 for the start 
of the six lap, six mile event. Many riders 
had studded their tires or were running 
spikes. Once all the snow was pushed aside 
the not yet frozen ground turned to mud 
and rock. Those with spiked tires hit the 
rocks and skittered right off the trail. 

McLevy opted not to run spikes, much to 
the criticism of some people. This choice 
proved to his advantage. As the ruts in the 
snow grew and more and more rocks were 
exposed, traction became key and spikes 
became useless. By the second lap, a nice 
groove was carved in the snow around the 


EXPERT OFF-ROAD SUSPENSION TUNING 


Oil Change: $39.95 » Re-Valve: $119.95 (parts inc., forks or shocks) 


90 Day Satisfaction Guarantee e KYB, Showa, WP, Penske, Ohlins, Marzocchi 


The cure for your suspension problems. 
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Congratulations to Enduro Experts riders: 
Marc Grossman, ECEA Hare Scrambles Champion 
Jack Lafferty Jr., 1997 ECEA 2nd Overall 
Kevin Kuenzner, ECEA 1st A Senior 


SPRINGS ٠ REBUILDS ٠ PARTS ٠ ACCESSORIES ٠ TOTAL BIKE SET-UPS 


AUTHORIZED WHITE BROS & FOX DEALER 


314 Route 542 New Gretna, NJ 08224 * (609)294-8703 ٠ Fax (609)294-3168 

















Searching for traction and finding it. The fresh snow 
wasn't as much trouble as it looked to be. 


entire course. Tech Tubes/Link/Spectro- 
backed McLevy had put thirty seconds on 
second place Arthur Menzel by the end of 
the first lap. Law was in third place followed 
by McNeil and Valentine. The riders held 
their positions for the entire race, with 
McLevy continually putting close to thirty 
seconds a lap on the rest of the pack. At the 
end of the race, soaking wet with frozen 





An unidentified Hoot Owl blazes a trail through the 
woods, with the pack close behind. 


feet, McLevy took the win with a comfort- 
able margin of just over three minutes. 

^| stayed on my bike all day," said McLevy, 
^ The course just became a big rut full of 
water. I was freezing but I had a great ride, 
and I love the new Honda 250.” 

Menzel took second for the day with 
another two minutes over third place Ken 
Law. Open class rider Ken Valentine edged 
out Kawasaki of Putnam’s Luke McNeil for 
fourth overall, with McNeil settling for fifth. 
Valentine also took the Expert Class overall. 
Expert Vet rider Russell Bain had been in 
contention at the beginning of the race for 
the Expert Overall, but three fouled plugs 
put him back several minutes. Bain spent 
the rest of the race battling back and forth 
with Brian Lawson, (Expert 125 class). Bain 
finally got the jump on Lawson on the final 
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Carbon Fiber 


Pipe Guards, Clutch Cover Protectors, Skid Plates, Fork Protectors, Chain 
Guides for KTM, Kawasaki, Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda TM, and Gas-Gas 
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Lighting Coil Ignitions 
for Kawasaki, Yamaha, Suzuki 
and Honda 
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Paioli Forks and Tecnosel 54 Spectacle Pd. Terrace ° East Wareham, MA 02538 
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* MORE BIKES! * MORE PARTS! 
* COMPLETE SUSPENSION SERVICE! 


'98 Models Here Now! 


Check our Low Prices on '97s & '96s! 
Prices too low to print! SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


VINTAGE PENTONS AND PARTS —CALL BARRY! 
Our 14th Straight Year as 


AMERICA'S LARGEST 
SELLING KTM DEALER! 


Limited '97 KTM Jackpiner 200 in stock! 


Used Parts 1/2 Price! 


Discount programs on 
I |] USABER parts and accessories. 
Fast UPS Service 
Everywhere! 
<= 8820 Bright Star Road Mim 
VIELE Douglasville, GA 30134 ዘመ 
Phone (770)920-1371 ٠ Fax (770)920-9198 
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Belltown Hare Scrambles 3. Pamela McCann Kaw 


Josh McLevy Hon X Novice 250 

Overall Champion 1. Robin Allsop Yam 
Ken Valentine KTM 2. Sean Stopa Kaw 
A High Point 3. Michael Serrilla 

Drew Carpenter Suz 4. Alen Allsop Yam 
B High Point 5. Kevin Oilwa Hus 
James Price Hon Novice 125 

C High Point 1. Peter Jordan Yam 
AA 2. Alan Costigan Kaw 
1. Josh McLevy Hon 3. Warren Sims Kaw 
2. Arthur Menzel Kaw 4. Justin Tucker Yam 
3. Ken Law Yam 5. Chris Poirer Hon 
4. Luke McNeil Kaw Novice 200 

5. Randy McCann Kaw 1. George Diedrich kaw 
Junior 2. James Menard Yam 
1. Derek Phelps KTM 3. Todd Nascemento Kaw 
2. Joe Senecal Yam 4. Michael Pudlo Kaw 
3. Mike Peristere Yam 5. Douglas Audrey Kaw 
4. Dan Young KTM Novice Veteran 

5. Anthony Moore Yam 1. Michael Litwin, Jr Kaw 
Mini 2. Michael Moiniham Kaw 
1. Rob Langenback Yam 3. Bruce Cloney Kaw 
2. John Moore Yam 4. Bill Kelly Hon 
3. Brian Choquette Yam 5. Charles Jouver Hon 
4. Scott Decosta kaw Novice Senior 

5. Tim Langenback Hon 1. Stephen Messenger Kaw 
Women 2. Frank Bauer KTM 
1. Dawn Shayer Hon 3. Michael Ruhlin Hon 


2. Heidi Landon Kaw 4. Charles Kennedy Suz 





3. David Kanney Yam 
4. Patrick Guiney KTM 


5. Jerome Ryan 
Novice Four Stroke 


1. James Price Hon 5. Robert Foster Hon 
2. JJ Sullivan Hon Amateur 4 stroke 

3. L Bryan Cook Hon 1. Stace Ames Hon 
4. David Oram Hon 2. Austin Jalbert Hon 
5. Peter Rossi Hon 3. Woody Carpenter Hon 
Amateur 250 Expert 200 

1. Eric Morea Hon 1. Brett Costello Yam 
2. Josh Beebe Hon 2. Brian Lawson Yam 
3. Gregory Messier Yam 3. Hans Neff KTM 
4. Chris Chasse Suz 4. Derek Carpenter Suz 
5. Kabbaul Tasha CRE 5. David Bradley Yam 
Amateur 200 Expert 250 

1. Drew Carpenter Suz 1. Brian O'Neil Kaw 


2. Dave Simcock CRE 
3. Justin Provenal Kaw 


2. Albert Joachim Yam 
3. Everett Maynard Kaw 





4. Robert Hart Kaw 4. Bruce Yuill Yam 
5. Dan Murray Kaw 5. Pete Byrne Yam 
Amateur Open Expert Open 

1. Jim Walsh Hon 1. Ken Valentine KTM 
Amateur Veteran 2. Roger Billharz KTM 
1. Ron Bertrand 6-6 3. Chris Cramer Hon 
2. Art Randolph Yam Expert Vet 

3. David Dzenutis Hon 1. Russell Bain Hon 
4. Robert Larson Kaw 2. Lance Longo Suz 
5. Alan Whitford Hon 3. Bob White CRE 
Amateur Senior 4. Ken Held Yam 
1. Chris Fahan Hon Expert Senior 

2. Bob Young KTM 1. Steve Kanya Hon 








lap, only to foul a plug for the fourth time. 
Lawson went on to take second place in the 
125 class, with Brett Costello taking the 125 
class win. Bain was able to change his plug 
in less than a minute, allowing him to finish 
all six laps and take the Vet class win. 

In the Amateur class, Drew Carpenter, rid- 
ing his Suzuki 125, edged out Vet rider Ron 
Bertrand by one minute and ten seconds to 
take the Amateur class overall. Carpenter 
and Bertrand were the only two Amateur rid- 
ers to complete all six laps, putting them in 


* Every Honda CR model in stock 


* Complete line of Honda 
Motorcycles, Scooters & ATV's 


* Huge inventory of Honda 
parts & accessories 


1-800-923-1717 
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Ride What the 
Winners Rite... 


€ HONDA. 
|. Come ride with us. 





the top twenty overall. 

Now that the season is over, we would all 
like to give thanks to everyone who has 
allowed us to use their property to run our 
events. We would like to give special thanks 
to Martin Michalec and his wife, Christina, 
who let us run three hare scrambles, an 
enduro and several Junior enduros on their 
land. Without people like them, there 
wouldn't be a hare scramble series in New 
England. We all had a great season and look 
forward to next year. O 





















NEW ‘98 HUSKYS ARE | 


ON THE WAY! 
CALL FOR SPECS & PRICES 


| 


MOREL’S HAS EVERY PART | 
YOU NEED, OR WE CAN GE 
IT FAST! 


MOREL'S HUSQVARNA 
822 E. WASHINGTON STREET 
NORTH ATTLEBORO 
| MASSACHUSETTS 02760 
(508)695-2061 


Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri 9—6 | 
Sat. 9—4 
Closed Sun & Mon | 
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Dirt Bike Magazine: "The best under- 
250cc race bike in the country." 


Matto has it in stock. 








1-800-923-1717 
Pottsville, PA 
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Moto Z955/msP/. 


Contact Your Local Dealer or Moto Tassinari.at: 
Tel: 603.298.6646 / FAX: 603.298.6656 











How To. 


ATTACK 





It takes a little technique and a lot of practice 


gr any time watching or riding eastern 
enduros and you're going to see the best 
riders perform a few miracles now and 
then. By far, the most amazing feat the fast 
guys accomplish is getting through tight 
trees safely and very, very quickly. 

We’re not talking about brush, and small 
saplings. Getting through brush and branch- 
es is just a matter of how much of a beating 
you can take. You hack through it and trust 
in your hand guard/brush guard combina- 
tion and the padding in your gloves, and 
think about the big trophy at the finish. 

But for substantial trees—something that 
isn't going to give if you hit it—you'll need a 
little more finesse. Chances are you've hit a 
tree hard; I just did it the other day. The tree 
doesn't move; instead, your handlebars 
turn as the shock of the impact courses 
through your body, actually making your 
arm and shoulder ache from the sudden hit. 
Once the wheel's good and turned, the bike 
heads off in a new, usually very alarming 
direction, and in my case I then hit another 
tree, which repeated the process in a new 
direction. By the time everything came to 
rest, I was standing in the middle of the trail 
watching the bike leap off into the woods, 


no doubt wanting to get away from the bozo 
who doesn't know how to steer around 
trees. 

Because that's the way it's done—you 
steer around the trees, rather than trying to 
wedge between them both sides at the 
same time. The wedge technique works if 
the trees really aren't that close together; 
say 52 inches or so, while your bars are 29 
or 50, and you can be really, really accurate 
with your steering. If the surface is dicey or 
you don't have confidence in your front tire, 
the wedge can be a disaster waiting to hap- 
pen, since you have an equal chance of hit- 
ting on either side. 

Instead you steer around the trees, pick- 
ing one as the target and basically ignoring 
the other. Every situation is different, and 
you'll have to adjust your technique accord- 
ingly, but practice will eventually make per- 
fect...or as close to perfect as you can get. 

Usually, in any pair of tight trees you're 
arrowed through, one is farther away than 
the other—they aren't exactly side-by-side. 
If you have a choice in your approach, you 
want to take the farthest-away tree as the 
target tree, and the other tree simply does- 
n't matter. In a nutshell you want to steer 


straight at the base of the target tree and 
use it for the pivot of a turn; a turn around 
the other tree, the one you're ignoring. 
Nothing else matters but to hit the base of 
that target tree with your front tire, and then 
to turn away from it. When you drop into the 
turn the bike will actually fall away from the 
target tree, allowing the right side of the 
handlebars (in these pictures) to clear the 
tree. 

Look at the pictures. In the first picture, if 
the rider didn't do anything he'd smack that 
tree solid with the right hand guard, stop- 
ping the bike cold and sending him right 
over the bars. He doesn't want to do this, so 
he aims at the base of the tree, forces a 
quick pivot turn to the left just long enough 
to allow the handlebar to clear, and then 
just as quickly jerks the bike back to the 
right, so he doesn't clip the left-side tree 
with his shoulder, and also to be ready for 
the next tight-tree turn he'll have to make. 
Or, in this case, he jerks it back upright to 
get square with the ground and ensure max- 
imum acceleration towards the next obsta- 
cle. 

It takes practice to build your confidence, 
and confidence to attack every tight spot. 
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Cylinders bored while you wait 


Come See The New Models 
at our Great Prices! 


EXTRA LARGE PARTS INVENTORY 
UPS SHIPPING DAILY 
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Financing Available for Used and New! 


Route 28, Junct. of 106 
West Bridgewater Center, MA 
(508)587-1701 
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Weekly 9 a.m. -- 8 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. -- 6p.m. 


KDX 220 and 200 In Stock! 


Best Prices in the World 


We're Open: 


Husqvarna 





on all KDX models! 


Easy Financing 


on your own Kawasaki Credit Card! 


Midtown Kawasaki 2 
1864 Silas Deane Highway 


gH 
Rocky Hill, CT 06067 GALT 


(860)721-0193 


UPS SERVICE NATIONWIDE ٠ GIANT PARTS WAREHOUSE 


Practice first on one f 
tree, aiming at the base # 


of the trunk and snap- : 
ping quick turns off of 


it—two turns, one away ji 


from the tree and then 
one quickly back 
upright, and on the gas. f 
Once you have this | 
down, move on to 


squeezing between a f 













pair of trees. Start out Beye 


with trees somewhat 
wide 
inches or more—and | 
then work your way 
down to as tight as you 


can stand. If you care- 3 
fully practice this tech- $ 


nique for just an hour, 
you'll be surprised at } 
how much skill and 
confidence you can 
build.ld. 

And the photo model? 
That's ECEA champ Mark 
Spence caught in a 
motor-drive sequence at 
one of the early-season 
enduros last year. He 
knows how to get 
through trees fast, and 
you can do it too with a 
little practice. Û 











apart—say 56 gp 


Photo 1: Recipe for Disaster. He's aim- 
ing straight at the target tree. If he 
doesn't turn at the right time, he'll 
smack his right handlebar so hard it'll 
make his teeth rattle. He doesn't want 
to do this, so he plans on hooking a 
pivot turn right as the tire hits the base 
of the tree. Note that in this example 
his angle of attack sets it up so he's 
already out of danger from the left-side 
tree, and all he has to do is get the 
right side through clean. 
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a Chain Wax - 
-Chain & Cable Lubricant 


- This unique Parafilm™ hased product 


Photo 2: Critical Mass. The bike is 
heeled over, ready to rocket out of con- 
trol into the woods to the left, but he 
controls it by momentarily chopping 
the throttle. Momentum alone allows 
him to complete enough of the turn to 
get his right handlebar through, and 
only when he's safely clear will he get 
back on the gas. If he hits the throttle 
right now the back end will come 
around violently and smack into the 
tree on the right side. Although not as 
painful as hitting the front, it still isn't 
the fast way through, so he chills and 
waits a beat until the bike is ready to be 
straightened up. 
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Photo 3: Bye Bye. The tight spot is his- 
tory, the gas is on, Spence is gone. 
Note two things: he’s got his right foot 
down and far back, which isn’t always 
necessary—very often you can slam 
through a tight spot with both feet on 
the pegs. l'd suspect he's got his foot 
down and back for the same reason | 
do it—people with big feet will catch 
their toes or side of the foot on the tree 
every time if they don't get it out of the 
way. Also, note the torn sleeve on the 
Jersey. In an ideal world, you'd never 
even touch the tree, but you can only 
be so accurate. If you're worried about 
your clothes—or losing a little blood — 
you're never going to go really fast. 
Practice, practice, practice. 


Serious riders know that Maxima blends tfe world’s finest performance 
lubricants hut did you know that we also offer a complete line of power 
packet filter treatments, chain lubricants and addtives? 


- HiTest Octane Booster 


HiTest is a highly-concentrated octane booster designed 
to increase the octane rating of pump gasolines. .HiTest 
enhances horsepowerand eliminates ~ 
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FAB 115 8 
synthetic based 
formula designed 
for use onall 
fabric and foam. 
air filters. FAB 15 


ability to stop the. — 


passage of dirt, 
water and fine 
dust particles 
make it a must for 
serious off-road 
and enduro 
riders. FAB 1 will 
not migrate off 
filter. 200z 
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was created for riders who spend 
time in extreme riding conditions. 
Chain Wax sprays 
on wet but dries to 


when applied as - = 
directed, it will not” 


is ideal for use on 
all O-ring chains. 
802/2002 


#1 CHAIN LUBRICANT 





1996 & 1997 READER SURVEY 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 


a soft waxy film and 4. 


fling off. Chain Wax fẹ 


knocking and pinging as well as their 
destructive side effects. 160z 


z PVC Power 
1. Valve Cleaner 


Maxima PVC is an advanced 
gas additive blended to reduce 
carbon buildup in 2 & 4-cycle 

| engines. When PVC is used on a 
| regular basis, it will increase 
overall performance, reduce 
power-valve maintenance, 
dissolve carbon deposits and 
free sticking rings. 160z 
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Phone 619.449.5000 Fax 619.449.9694 
Email maximausa@juno.com Website www.maximausa.com 
Check out MAXIMA LUBE NEWS at www.supercross.com 
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by Jerry Bernardo 


THE TEAM 

called my teammate from the 

Incas Rally to invite him to 
race out here to the West Coast. 
Chris Smith and I raced as 
Team Cosa Nostra in Peru. 
Smith, a five time gold medal- 
list at the Six Days, is a young 
enduro wizard. Brother of New 
Jersey mob boss Drew Smith, 
he was raised in the pines. All 


he knows is trees, rocks, 
whoops, slop, repeat. 
Traditionally a 125 pilot, I 


asked him if he would like to 
race Vegas to Reno on a factory 
Honda XR600. I said “Ya, we'll 
get my buddy Keefer, make it a 
three man team, race Open 
Expert and win the class!" (an 


air of positive thought is essen- X 


tial). He balked a moment then 
decided, what the hell, dirt is 


dirt, you just get to see more of | 


it doing 100 m.p.h. The clinch- 
er I offered was a free round 
trip ticket to California from 
Jersey. (lotsa TV show - lotsa 
frequent flyer miles). 

Now a little about Keefer. He 
is 21 years old. Translation = 
he's 21 years old. sometimes 
he flakes out, maybe tells a fib 
or two, doesn't really have 
much of a life (sorry queef) 
but he is way fast. Keefer 
rides a 125 and finishes 
top 15 OA at local desert 
races, can jump everything, 
rides moto x and super x, 
an all around versatile high 
desert rat weaned on wet 
winter dirt. Keef had a little 
XR four stroke experience 
riding out of XR's Only. The 
big 600 would be no 
stranger. 

THE BIKE 

Bruce Ogilvie of American 
Honda is the man when it 
comes to long desert races, 
not only as a rider but a 
team manager. Logistics? 
Piece of cake. Pit support? 
Handled. Factory prepped 
race bike? How many? 
Bruce, along with Honda 
would generously hook us 
up with basically a stock 
XR600. Specs to fol- 
low...1998 Honda XR600, 
Renthal bars, Scott's steer- 
ing stabilizer (sorry W.E.R.), 
FMF pipe and silencer, dry- 
brake, Pirelli tires, One 
Concept graphics. Nice reli- 
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Fuel stop, Team Honda style. Six seconds and 
outta there, whether you're ready or not. 


VEGAS TO 








Team Cosa Nostra takes on the Nevada desert 


0 





With a shirt like that, you'd better be fast. Chris 
Smith and Roger D. looking for action in the 
Biggest Little City in the World. Smith was the 
kickoff rider, the other boys brought it home. 
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you're full and 


able 95mph sled. Bitchin FMF suspension. Johnny Campbell 
and Red built it, broke it in, balanced the wheels and brought 
it up to Vegas. (these guys are on my Xmas list!) 

THE RACE 

If you want to get your ass kicked on the East Coast, race 
one of Dave Coombs’ races. West Coast I’d suggest Best in 
the Desert and Casey Folks. I can’t say enough about Casey 
Folks (good or bad!). He set up the Nevada Rally, countless 
Silver State series races, Tonopah, Laughlin, Mesquite. The 
Best in the Desert crew gets shit handled. If his rider meet- 
ings seem long and boring that’s because he’s telling you 
everything now, not later when you blew it, broke the rules, 
dnf'd and whined. If you trophy one of his events you accom- 
plished a great goal. Casey gives no one special treatment, 
not even his kids Daryl and Bryan. Sign up, pay, race, clean 
up your pit, see ya next time. 

Vegas to Reno’s second year would be 534 miles of rocks, 
cart roads, g-outs, sand washes and grueling Nevada terrain 
billed as "the longest off-road race in U.S." It would include 
not only motorcycles but also trucks, buggies and Quads. 
Last year's winners Ty Davis and Paul Krause finished in a lit- 
tle over nine hours! Get to bed boys and girls, we race at 
dawn. 

The Vegas to Reno course would have 12 gas stops. Rider 
















3 j Ca M 
Co-winner Donnie Book shows off a gnarled elbow to Kyle the 
Skateboard Punk, one of his trophies from the race. 
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Team Captain Bernardo kicks back with a victory cheroot at the Peppermill. 


changes can only occur in these areas. The pre race chatter was 
“the first section is really rocky.” “It’s gonna be really dusty.” “The 
race won't be won in the first section.” We decided (along with sug- 
gestions from KTM's Scot Harden) Smith would ride from pit 1 to 2, 
Keefer 2 to 5, Jerry 5 to 8, Smith 8 to 9, Keefer 9 to 11, Jerry 11- 
12, Smith finishing up 12 to Reno. Our team was about the 34th 
bike off the line. I saw Chris Smith at pit 1, he smiled and said all 
was fine. That didn't mean the first section wasn't gnarly, he just 
likes it like that. 

We drove to pit 2 and Keefer was there all jacked up on Red Bull 
(an energy drink, one of our sponsors). He said "I drank two!” 
(Tweak!). The exchange was made and off he went. We paralleled 
the course in the Honda Passport and watched him blaze through 





the dust for a while. I knew he was down for catching and passing 
people A.S.A.F. At pit 5 I suited up and waited, chatting with Mike 
Healey who was waiting for his teammate Greg Zitterkopf. Keefer 
soon arrived, told me the bike is mint, be careful for blind turns and 
g-outs (note: because of timing and such, not one of Team Cosa 
Nostra had ridden the bike prior to the event!). 
THE CRASH 
(remember the blind turn thing?) 

I bombed off and was surprised at how fast the course was. You'd 
ride wide open for a while, then they'd throw some boring sections 
in or tight cart road turns. Just before pit 7 I was flying down this 
graded road with bitchin s-turns, thinking "Wow, this is like Pike's 
Peak" (Harden had told me about this section, having ridden last 
year's event). Out of the corner of my eye, I saw a mom and her 
son in lawn chairs in the back of a pick up. Spectators I thought. 
When I got close the boy bolts up and waves an orange flag. I 
though "Hmm, Casey said nothin' about flags...?" Right then the road 
rose up, | got on the binders to crest the hill and see a ninety 
degree right hander. Approximate speed 70mph. "Shit!" I panicked 
and hit the brakes full tilt, losing the front end and flying off into the 
shrubs ass over band box. 

I only remember the feeling of my brand new helmet grinding on 
the road like the tip of a stick match. I stopped 40 yards away, the 
bike had the rear fender stuffed underneath itself, the silencer was 
bent down near the swingarm, bars were a little tweaked, my fanny 
pack was ripped off and my chest protector had a separated shoul- 
der cup. (thanks Acerbis) Just minor cuts and a helmet that looked 
like some speed freak got hold of it with coarse sandpaper. The 
bike didn't want to start with the choked off exhaust. It was a hot, 
wadded, unhappy four stroke. 1 kicked and kicked. The truck lady 
came up and asked if I was okay. She said the pit is a quarter mile 
away! Great. Suddenly the bike spit. I said "Oh, you want to start!” 
Ten minutes later it fired. I limped into the pits and the Honda boys 
bent it back to the best of their ability. "The next pit is 40 miles 
away!" I took off thinking too much to myself about wadding, but 
we weren't out of it. An hour later I handed the bike to Smith 
explaining what happened, what was wrong, blah, blah, blah. He 
said "I know, get off the bike Jerr.” I jumped in the Acerbis van with 
Cary Pennington and ESPN2's cameraman Doug Franke. We blasted 
to our next destination, pit 1 1, two hours away! 


NEW STUDS IN TOWN 


*How do they work? In a word, great! Conditions at the time 
were 15 to 20 degrees, four to six inches of snow, and frozen 
puddles everywhere. The Cheng Shins were sure-footed and confi- 


CUSTOM STUDDED 
WINTER TIRES 
FROM MOTORACE 


dence inspiring everywhere on the course. We've ridden Friction 
Spikes quite a bit, and could seriously tell no difference between 
them and the cheaper tires.... Overall, what did we think? These 
tires are winners! Now you can get a new set of studs at a bud- 
get price, and know that the quality is right up there with the 
high-priced spread." -Bossman, Trail Rider Magazine, June 1995. 


A tire for everyone and every need. Increase your riding season. Custom studded tires 
in a variety of treads, studs and drill patterns. Light snow to deep snow, these car- 


bide-tipped winter tires will keep you moving forward. Available at your Dealer! 
14, 17, 18, 19 & 21” sizes. Priced from $149 to $195 each. 
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a VERITE. 


P.O. Box 861 * Wilbraham, MA 01095 


800-628-4040 
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ON TO RENO 


At 11 I was to receive the bike from 
Keefer. My section from 11 to 12 was short, 
50 miles, compared to the 120 miles I did 
already. Keefer pulled in and said. "I hauled 
ass! You can just cruise." 

^Bullshit, I'm pinning this thing!" 

Pit 11 to 12 was a dirt road, wide open, 
90mph almost the whole way. Easy, you 
just had to pay attention. When I got to 12 
no one was there. | mean Smith and the 
support crew had not yet arrived. The 


Honda pit guys were all 
scurrying around. “Do 
you need water?” “Are 
you all set?" | sat there 
| revving the bike, asking 
where was Smith?! They 
|! didn’t know. One guy 
g said "Finish it up, Jerry" I 
just smiled and took off. 
The last 42 miles were 
cool, fast roads, a killer 
sand wash, some rolling 
hills, then up the moun- 
tain through the pine for- 
est on a tight jeep trail 
strewn with softball size 
rocks. Smith would be all 
over this I thought. I was 
riding cautious knowing 
two things: A: I had 
already used up my crash 
certificate, and B: Don't 
blow it now. You always 
hear the stories, "Ten 
miles from the finish my 
hub exploded.”...and 
such. Soon 1 could see 
the finish. There was Casey, the trooper he 
is, greeting all finishing competitors. | said, 
“That was a blast!” ‘cause it was, if you 
trained and paid attention, that is. If you 
were weak and didn’t prepare it could have 
been a long day. 
RESULTS 

Five hundred thirty-four miles, 1 1hours 
and 14 minutes, average speed of about 
48mph. First Open Expert, 19th motorcycle 
overall. We lost 58 minutes on the crash. 
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finer 


Phone 


Jerry Randall (413)584-7303 


Owner 


Welcome Back, Tommy Norton! 


1 Spring Specials! ] 
i ١و6‎ Husaberg FE501 Elect. $5999 | 
‘96 Husaberg FE350 $4999 
‘97 KTM 250SX $4999 
‘96 KTM Duke $6999 
‘97 KTM 620SX $5799 
‘97 Husaberg FE400 $6999 
‘96 KTM 620RXC Mint! $4499 
Hardly Used ‘97 125EXC $3999! 
Hard to find models? 

KTM 125/200/250/300/380 
KX, YZ 125/250/400 Call Today! 
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N. King 51, Rt. 5‏ 916 سيو 
Northampton, MA‏ = = 


Just off exit 21 of Interstate 91 in Massachusetts 


| —— Á— E مح عب رست رح‎ llli quic siga ca it جح جح ات‎ 


24 Trail Rider 





We were top ten OA at the time, but hey, 
whatever! Donnie Book and Dave Ondas fin- 
ished first overall on the Kawie 500. Ty and 
Krause had some pipe problems and got 
second, four minutes back. The Honda 
team of brothers Johnny and Jamie 
Campbell got third. KTM's brother team , 17 
and 19 year-old Nevada natives, the 
Pearsons, were fourth. Larry Roeseler was 
first Expert overall and first Ironman. 40 
years old and 534 miles solo, bring it on! LR 
also races McPherson trucks solo at the 
Baja 1000, which takes 22 hours! 

No one was seriously hurt. Two trucks 
snuck into the top 20 overall. Casey yelled 
at everyone cause the finish area was a 
trash dump. (some folks have no class). Our 
support group got tweaked on Red Bull, we 
horrified the casino at the Peppermill with 
our film crew. Some dork told me as I 
walked by, I “stole his trophy.” I kept walk- 
ing and said “come and get it.” His girl mut- 
tered “next time.” I was gonna have my girl- 
friend Vicki snap her arm off arm wrestling, 
but I had taken my last Prozac so I was mel- 
low. Ogilvie was stoked on our finish and 
didn’t flinch at the twisted XR. Chris Smith 
wished he rode the last section. He wanted 
more! Keefer said on the podium “I want to 
thank my mom and dad for being horny that 
night!” 1 strongly suggest riding the 1998 
Vegas to Reno, you'll have fun. We did, but 
then again Team Cosa Nostra always does. 
(Note: Cosa Nostra is Italian slang for the 
Mafia). QO 
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“Does a great job of taking you 
way out into the outback of 
Nevada.” 

“A good bargain if you shop 


around for tours.” 
“A guaranteed good time!” 
(Paul Clipper, Trail Rider Magazine, Spring Tour 7/96) 


CALL NOW! 
(202)559-4580 
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The Reading Off-Road Riders Present the 


Bear Valley ational Hare Scramble 


SPONSORED BY K 
KTM/HONDA/POLARIS - 
OPEN HOUSE SAT 9 TO 2 LI s WWW.MATTOCYCLE.COM 


€ €——— À— A — € ወ )—À € — € MÀ € 6 € — € mis Ma € € —À — — — ብ ማማ — M ——À À a € À n ዘ € € À À À € ቁ € € € À በቹ € À m )À ت‎ ——— M — 


DATE: SUNDAY APRIL 19th, 1998 GATE FEE: $5.00 NOATV’S BIKES ONLY! 

PLACE: Near Good Springs, PA See directions below. Lodging approx. 12 miles from event. 

LODGING: Comfort Inn, RT. 81, Pine Grove, PA 717-345-8031. Mention RORR and get a group rate of $50 
Colony Lodge, RT. 81, Pine Grove, PA 717-345-8095; Econo Lodge, RT. 81, Pine Grove, PA 800-553-2666 

CAMPING: Primitive camping at the event. NO water or electric hook ups. 

RIDER FEES: AA/A/B - $25 pre, $30 post. Youth - $20. PeeWee - $10. Pre-entry by 4/13/98 
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AMA “werence DISTRICT 6 


A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS FROM THIS EVENT BENEFIT THE MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION 





SCHEDULE 
YOUTH Parade Lap - 8:30 EVENT - 9:00 am 1 hour duration 
PEE WEE Parade Lap - 10:00 EVENT - Immediately following parade lap 
B CLASS EVENT - 12:00pm 2 hour duration (APPROX) 
AA/A CLASSES EVENT - 12:00 pm 3 hour duration (APPROX) 
CLASSES 


86 5 200 A&B 201to250 A&B 25ltoopen A&B  Vet30- A&B 
Senior 40+ A&B Super Senior 50+ A & B 4strokeA & B Women AA 


Riders under 18 years of age MUST have a guardian present to sign release. (D-6 cards OK) 
All entrants must have a VALID AMA CARD. Applications for AMA membership available at the event. 
Spectators assume all liability for injuries or loss. Please keep the area clean, use trash receptacles. 


FROM I-81 - Take TOWER CITY exit 33 off I-81, then head SOUTH on route 209 (toward Tower City) 1.2 miles. Take first right 
turn in Jolliett (Main St.) for 2.1 miles. At stop sign in Good Springs, TURN LEFT. Travel 3.4 miles to B&M TUNNEL sign. Look 
for RORR Hare Scramble signs. Entrance on left. There will be arrows from Route 81. 


===== =====> FOOD, BEVERAGES, AND TEE SHIRTS WILL BE AVAILABLE <========== 
READING OFF ROAD RIDERS P.O. BOX 13006, READING, PA 19612-3006 
CALL THE RORR HOTLINE AT 610-921-3592 OR EMAIL MLIEB@MAIL.TALON.NET FOR INFO. 





mmm mmm mmm eene nnnm መ መ DETACH HERE------------------------------------------------------ 
Name Age Phone( ) ECEA No 

Address 

City State Zip AMA No Expires 

Emergency Contact( ) Bike Make Displacement 


Class: 86 to 200A  201t0250A . 251toopenA . VetA — SenioA 8 86፲[[ሸልጴ - 
86t0200B . 201t0250B . 251toopenB . VetB . $SeniorB - SSeniorB . 
4StokeA . - 4StrkeB. | Women AA 
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፪፻: we had a local hare scrambles, 
attended by the State Police Racing 
Commission, one of the governing bodies con- 
cerning racing in this area. The representative 
from the police became somewhat frantic 
when he saw racers coming around with their 
goggles hanging around their necks, and went 
so far as to stop and disqualify one of them. 

Now, we know that in this case the police 
officer was just acting out of concern for that 
person’s safety, but if you want our opinion, 
we feel that the state police should just go 
away and leave the racers alone. When you 
enter an event you sign a waiver that says, 
among other things, that you're accepting 
responsibility for your own actions. Every situ- 
ation is different, and you can make a great 
argument that it’s necessary to pull your gog- 
gles off when they get so crapped up that you 
can't see where you're going. 

The trouble is, when you pull your goggles 
off, you expose your eyes to whatever abuse 
may be ahead, and sure as an eyeblink you 
stand a very good chance of blinding yourself 
when you ride with your eyes unprotected. 
Even if the trail is open enough that you don't 
have to worry about branches in the face, the 
fact still remains that the crud that wiped out 
your goggles is now going straight into your 
face, and if you don't sustain any kind of per- 


KEEP 





Avoiding the seeing-eye dog 


manent damage you're still going to be picking 

rocks out of your red, swollen eyes for days. 
So you should keep your goggles on. You 

should make this a mantra: Keep the goggles 
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Rain-X is one of the best things you can do to your 
goggle lenses to keep them clear. Use it only on the 
outside, though, and it works best on Lexan lenses. 


on, Keep the goggles on. But I know that many 
of you are used to pulling them off immediate- 
ly as soon as they fog up a little. What if you 
could keep your goggle reasonably clean and 


Max Power Cylinders 
COMPOSITE CYLINDER REPAIR SPECIALISTS 


TWO STROKE CYLINDERS 
Head Repair 

Repair ring or detonation damage, performance mods too! $35 
Big Bore Kits 
Specializing in 150cc and 300cc kits, all inclusive $350-$400 
Porting by Eric Gorr 
Three power band choices, includes head and valve mods, $150 


FOUR STROKE CYLINDERS 

Big Bore Kits 

e XR400 Aluminum Sleeved 

Excellent heat transfer, minimal blow-by 
e KLX300 & 340 

Complete Wiseco Pro-Lite kits 

e Husaberg Upgrades 

* Ducatis too! 


FREE TECHNICAL INFORMATION WEB SITE 








GLES ON 


keep them from fogging? Would you keep 
them on longer? Well, read on, and maybe we 
can help save your eyes. 

Fogging Out 

How fast you fog your goggles depends on 
how much you sweat and what the outside 
temperature and humidity is like. Without 
going into a long discussion of what "dew 
point” means, suffice it to say that if it's cool 
and humid out you're going to have problems 
keeping your goggles clear. Classic attempted 
cures to this problem include all sorts of fog- 
free compounds on the inside of the goggle 
lens, and some folks even resort to coating 
their forehead with anti-perspirant deodorant. 
We've tried the anti-perspirant cure, and it 
actually works okay in some conditions, but if 
rain or sweat starts getting that goo in your 
eyes you're going to hate life. Anti-fog com- 
pounds also work if conditions aren't too bad, 
and there are all kinds available, all very simi- 
lar in effectiveness. If you get stuck needing 
anti-fog and don't have any around, a bar of 
plain soap will work okay. Just rub the soap 
into the lens surface and polish it dry, without 
washing it all off. 

However, the best way to keep from fogging 
your lens is to use a lens that's made to stay 
fog-free in the first place. Both Smith and Scott 
make replacement lenses for their goggles that 


Bookmark www.eric-gorr.com for the best technical information on dirt bikes. See Max Power's on-line catalog for details on services and prices. 
There are also helpful articles on engine rebuilding and tuning. Feel free to print any of the info and distribute it to your friends. 


MAX POWER CYLINDERS CALL 1-608-224-2524 


-2315 SOUTH STOUGHTON RD., MADISON WI 53716 
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are called “thermal” lenses, and they consist of 
two lenses sandwiched together with a foam 
strip holding them about two millimeters apart. 
This kind of lens works like a thermal window 
in your house, with the dead air space between 
acting as an insulating layer. The cold air only 
affects the outer lens, and it can get cold with- 
out condensing your perspiration on it 
because it’s backed up by that air space, 
which is moisture-free. At the same time, the 
inner lens can warm up along with your face, 
and since it’s protected against the cold air it 
has less of a tendency to fog. At the same 
time, all of these thermal lenses come pre- 
treated with an anti-fog coating on the inside 
lens, to make them even more resistant to fog- 
ging. 

With a thermal lens, you will reduce your 
chances of fogging to a minimum. We use 
them all the time, and have found that the best 
tactic is to leave them on your face, even if you 
stop for a short bit. This way, the air doesn’t 
have a chance to cool off that inside lens, 
which would make it a little more susceptible 
to fogging. Thermal lenses cost a little more, 
but we very highly recommend them. 

Mudding Up 

To keep mud and rain from making the out- 
side of your goggle useless, we recommend a 
couple of different treatments. First, get some 
Rain-X and wipe down the outer lens with it. 
Don't do the inner lens, or the inside of a sin- 
gle-thickness Lexan lens. You should put anti- 
fog compounds and nothing else on the inside. 
Rain-X makes it harder for water and mud to 
stick to the lens, actually increases the scratch- 
resistance of the lens, and makes them a ton 
easier to clean off. 

Next, if it’s going to be really muddy, you 
need some sort of tear-offs. Regular tear-off 
lenses are available for all kinds of goggles, 
and they are one-use items. When they get 
crapped-up, you reach up and pluck them off, 


and drop them in the bushes. We don’t like 
them so much. Dropping them in the bushes is 
littering, and doing that puts us in the same 
league as the hikers. Maybe you can take the 








Smith Roll-Offs are the best answer to the tear-off 
conundrum. Use them with the little stick-on visor 
for best results. In front is a Scott thermal lens pre- 
drilled to fit Roll-Off canisters. 


used tear-off and put it in your jacket pocket, 
but in the heat of battle we don't think you'll 
do it. 

Better than tear-offs are Roll-Offs, Smith 
Goggle's long time cure for the mud-face 
blues. A Roll-Off system is a pair of containers 
hooked to each side of your goggle lens, and 
between them runs a strip of optically clear 
film, much the same way film runs through a 
camera. When you pull the little Roll-Off string 
twice, it advances enough film to completely 
clear your vision. It works like a miracle, but 
it'S best if you spend some quality time setting 
the system up before you use it. Smith also 
makes a little stick-on plastic shield that goes 
right above the moving film on the top of the 
goggle that helps waterproof it and hold it in 
place, and we'd very much recommend using 





it—it helps a ton in muddy face-slappers. Smith 
makes Roll-Off systems for its own brand of 
goggles, and Scott just happens to make gog- 
gle lenses pre-drilled to fit a set of Roll-Offs. 
You can get them all at any good motorcycle 
dealer.. 

Putting It All Together 

Using Roll-Offs on thermal lenses—and they 
make them— is the ultimate solution. Expect 
to spend a few bucks, but we're talking about 
your eyes here. It's worth it. 

You should also carry some way to wipe the 
goggles clean. Pieces of paper towel or tissues 
are a bad idea, because they fall apart when 
they get wet. The best thing to carry is a small 
piece of cotton cloth—a washcloth from a 
cheap motel is the best—and keep it out where 
you can get at it fast. Like jammed into the 
waistband of your kidney belt, or even hooked 
to the handlebars with a rubber band daisy- 
chain. This way, when you stop at a check, or 
in a smooth section where you can take your 
hands off the bars, you can just grab it and 
wipe and go. Keep in mind that wiping is a lit- 
tle more complicated when you're using Roll- 
Offs, but you can do it if you use a light touch. 

Finally, you need more than one set of gog- 
gles. This way you can change sweated-out or 
mudded-up goggles at a gas stop or even carry 
them in your jacket pocket. Ideally you should 
have three pair. One with full thermal lenses 
and Roll-Offs for the most heinous weather, 
one set with just thermal lenses for normal rid- 
ing, and one set with plain lenses for the best, 
driest conditions, or another set with thermals. 

Yes, it will take an investment in eyewear and 
preparation time, but it is really worth it when 
the conditions are grim and you still have your 
eyes covered. You read about it here, and 
that's the point: we want you to keep reading 
about everything here, and you need your eyes 
to do it. Now go pull a little goggle mainte- 
nance and we'll see you around. O 



















| Shock Ultra Adjuster dials in plush 





bottoming resistance. 





N suspension while maintaining 


Custom Revalving 
Forks & Shock $295 


Exclusive Distributor of Ultra Products 


NOW AVAILABLE 
1997-98 CR250 
Anti-Bottoming 

System! 


Anti-Bottoming System eliminates fork bottoming 


independent of valving 
or adjusters. 





Fork and shock high/low adjusters 
Fork anti-bottoming system 
Fork internal bleed system 
Products fit most MX bikes 





‘a Adjusters compensate 
changes in terrain. 


“uthe adjustment range for 
extremes in track conditions 
and rider profiles was 
amazing." 


Dirt Rider, Fork Ultra Adjuster 


test, November 1996. 


12 Davidson Road, Colchester, CT 06415 800-867-6721 Web Site nw3.nai.net/~ccycle 
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By Mark Uth 


uietly, behind all of the hoopla sur- 
Qon. Yamaha's debut of the YZ400 
motocrosser and twin YZ4OOWR off-road 
mount, has been the subsequent demise of 
the trusty YZ250WR. Yamaha's "wood- 
scrosser" has enjoyed its share of acclaim 
over the years, despite playing the perenni- 
al technological step sister to the flagship 
YZ250. As such, for woods racers and seri- 
ous trail riders, Yamaha's 1998 off-road line 
is limited to the YZ400WR thumper and a 
handful of trail bikes, including the XT and 
RT model lines, although the latter won't 
see the start control outside the Novice 
class. What this all boils down to is that if 
you want to ride a blue two stroke in 1998 
(TM notwithstanding), you're going to have 
to step up to the full motocrosser. 
Fortunately, this turns out to be a no-brain- 
er as the '98 YZ250 is more suited to 
woods riding than ever before. 

Fact is, many top off-road riders 
have chosen the YZ over the WR in 
recent years anyway, and, after riding 
a production '98 250, we can certain- 
ly understand why. Most of the early 
YZ250 reports complained of mild 
power and soft suspension that 
weren't up to  snuff within 
moto/Supercross circles. Some of the 
moto head magazines literally charac- 
terized the '98 YZ motor as having a 
mellow powerband that would better 
suit an enduro bike. We couldn't 
agree more, and if you think that this 
sounds a lot like the typical West 
Coast "enduro bike” write-up, then 
you've hit the nail on the head. Fact 
is, the '98 YZ250 might be the most 
“enduroized” motocrosser we've rid- f 
den in recent years. Plush suspension 
action at both ends soaks up abrupt 
hits like logs and holes without deflec- 
tion. Yet there's still plenty of bottom- 
ing resistance for trail whoops or " 
drop-offs. On the go side, in stock 
trim the motor exhibits little of the 
midrange hit typically associated with 
250 motocrossers. Instead you'll find 72. 
strong, smooth, controllable power =~ 
delivery that'll easily go ballistic with a 
stab of the clutch lever, if that’s your plea- 
sure. Otherwise, it’s good useable woods 
motivation right out of the box. 

‘98 Changes 

In the grand scheme of things, 1998 is an 
update year for the quarter liter YZ. On the 
powerplant side, the near square (68mm X 
68.5mm) ‘98 mill boasts new port timing, a 
modified cylinder head design (for higher 
compression), new power valve shape and 
actuation curve, as well as revised ignition 
specs. A new pipe and associated brass 
within the 38mm Keihin D slide carburetor 
round out the powerplant changes. The 
inverted 46mm KYB fork has enough inter- 
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1998 YAM 


Blue Suede Choose 


nal changes to be called “new” in press 
releases and uses a 0.45kg/mm spring. 
Ergonomically, the perennial smallish EX 
YZ has been stretched with a taller sad- ፪ 
dle and elevated handlebar bend in 
order to make it more suitable to larger ፲፪ 
riders. In all, the '98 YZ250 has under- 
gone a host of well thought-out refine- 
ments to an already proven design that 
has been in production for quite a num- | 
ber of years now. 
Riding Impressions 

What bodes worse for woods racers 
and trail riders? Narrow, abrupt 
motocross powerband or stiff, unforgiv- 2 
ing stock suspension action? Truth is, 
neither is the quick way around the A 
loop, as either deficiency is likely to pre- 
cipitate a detour to the emergency ፻፲ 
room. Fortunately, the ‘98 YZ250 
exhibits neither of these traits. Excellent ; 
out-of-the-box suspension is very 
responsive to small woods obstacles. It | 










































yo Nas 8 : ትር ረረ ተ ፌሊ. 
Be it a YZ or a WR, Yamaha's 250 has always been 
a potent yet ridable eastern woods bike. The ‘98 


YZ250 has been derided for its “mellow” MX 
power, but it's just perfect for the tight trails. 





and air chamber variables. Spring rates 
seem right, and surprisingly, even the 
$ stock clicker settings were very close to 
what was ultimately settled upon, listed in 
the accompanying table. All suspension 
adjustments were made starting from the 
fully in (CW) position (maximum damping) 
and counted while turning out respective 
adjuster screws out (CCW). We should also 
note that the bike was tested in South 
Jersey mid-winter sand conditions. 

The ‘98 YZ250 motor provides a gratu- 






proved well suited to 
soaking up small 
sharp spikes like 
roots, logs, rocks and 
braking/acceleration 
bumps and avoided f 
deflections off wet 
angled trail obstacles. 
Big bumps and higher ፪፪ 
speeds werent a 
problem either as the 
Kayaba suspenders 
felt well balanced and ቹ 
confidence inspiring. 
All this without even 
messing with fork oil 





Adding a lighting coil ignition to the YZ is not diffi- 
cult, and there are many choices of products. We 
installed a replacement stator from Steahly. 


itous off-road power delivery that should 
suit Expert and Novice alike. In stock trim, 
it provides a decent bottom end with the 
slightest of midrange hit, not abrupt enough 
to make it a handful though. There’s plenty 
of top end run-out and power available any- 
where at the stab of the light-pulling clutch. 
Stock jetting (£172 main jet; #48 pilot jet; 
needle clip in the center (#3) slot and air 
screw 1 3/4 turns out) was found to be in 
the hunt, but, not unexpectedly, a bit on the 
fat side, especially in warmer temperatures 
(over 50 degrees). As a start, we leaned out 
the pilot (to a 45). We tried raising the nee- 
dle, but that led to detonation/overheating 
troubles when the motor was getting 
abused in the tight, so it got changed back 
to the middle (#3 slot). In this state of tune 
it doesn’t foul any plugs, however, it still 
seemed a little spoogy. On recommenda- 
tion of B&B Yamaha in Pennsylvania, we 






3-axis Mounting System 
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Factory SCR Yamaha’s 
Randy Hawkins 
6-Time National Enduro Champion 


The most advanced alloy bars available 


“ProBend” bars allow unparalleled grip and 
steering movement while maintaining excellent protection 


changed to a #50 pilot, air screw at 1.5, 
170 main, and stock needle at the second 
grove from the top. With these settings the 
stock bike ripped. 

We did get the opportunity to slap on an 
FMF Fatty (torque) pipe and Power Core 
silencer. These bolt-on upgrades made a 
tangible difference in power delivery, 
smoothing out the little mid range hit there 
was and providing more go right off the bot- 
tom. It’s funny, but getting off the FMF 
equipped YZ had several riders saying KTM- 
like power; sort of a Euro-clone with blue 
plastic. Nice power. With the FMF pipe, we 
ran the stock needle position and main jet, 
with the air screw just one turn out, and the 
bike was happy. 

Stock gearing (14/49) and a five speed 
transmission proved okay for South Jersey, 
however, in really tight places, first and sec- 
ond gears proved a bit tall. The stock chain 
is mega-wimpy and stretched like over- 
stressed Spandex. This is kind of scary, 
because all that protects the vulnerable 
Yamaha cases from a thrown chain is a 
cheap little stamped sheet metal bracket 
that wouldn’t stand up to even the slightest 
obstruction. Best advice is to replace the 
final drive with a reputable O-ring chain and 


seek out or construct some sort of 
improved countershaft sprocket chain 
guide. 


A negative with any MXer is accessory 
power, and the YZ is no exception. We miss 
a lighting coil as it impedes our night excur- 
sions and/or late returns to the truck. A sal- 
vage ignition from a late model WR250 
would fit the ‘98 YZ250, however that 
entails the expensive proposition of replac- 
ing the entire ignition system, including sta- 
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ALLOY HANDGUARDS 


LIKED Tapered 


Includes Right Fit Clamps and 
Fa Aluminum Bar Ends 


To Order or for a Free Catalog please call: 


1-800-770-2259 


Cycra Racing Systems, 5742 Westbourne Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43213 
Phone: 614-866-9662, Fax: 614-866-2278 





Non-Tapered EYL AJ 





The stock tank offers acceptable range for enduros, 
but for long rides and peace of mind a bigger tank is 
necessary. This 3.5 gallon model is from IMS. 


tor plate, flywheel, and ignition box/coil. 
Not much better, an E-line lighting coil costs 
near $400. The cheapest option that we 
located was a replacement stator coil 
assembly sold by Steahly Off Road 
Products. The Steahly lighting kit replaces 
the stock stator coil with one that handles 
both ignition and lighting chores, providing 
a 55 watt output. It bolts onto your existing 
stator plate and costs a little under $160. 
The Steahly lighting kit can be ordered from 
your dealer or directly from Steahly prod- 
ucts at (800)800-2365. 

Another inherent MXer problem we dealt 
with was fuel capacity. The stock two-plus 
gallon fuel cell and thrifty YZ motor is prob- 
ably good for something in the 45 mile 
range, depending on how happy your right 
hand is. Not bad for an MXer. However, with 
an add-on IMS 3.5 gallon tank the YZ range 
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CUSTOM PAINTED HELMETS 
413 o 568 e 1638 


Because nipple rings don't say much when everybody has one 
Hellion Design ٠ 208 Tannery Road * Westfield, MA 01085 


M 
Crossbar Mapcase:f crossbar Dealer for G ARMIN 3 
#/5 ا جج‎ NMA Q GPS systems. 
e HE A EC D NO e The newest, coolest tool for exploration on a 
‘Bx ^ >! e SH motorcycle. Records a bread-crumb trail (up to 
/ É ten days) in the memory. You can even save it 
y Ses on your computer. Fantastic for map-making 
attach to crossbar 3 £ 5 and route-planning. Systems that work in the 
. |with squeeze-buckles; 5 woods start at $179 (GPS12). Top-of-the line 
easy onoff. No more | deluxe map holder folds GPSIII ($389) has the entire worldmap inside! 


digging for map. " " ጩሠ | We have cables, handlebar mounts, remote 
za aii id out to 12" X 18". : antennas, how-to videos, and software. 


Big Fenderbag: ቺ CycoActive Products urge fax 325-0016 


701 34th Ave Ud quei ስ motoa as 
ويل يوست‎ 98122 Pol سد‎ pee ei 
“From your - E 8 ° nares 
gearbag to your oo a RR Ger; wi22174 
fender In seconds M NE. 
Steel hooks grip 9 MAE ሃ-- IZ core 
the fender edge. £ Ti accepted 
No bolts, easy on/ 


tenerte | sos መ (800) 491-CYCO 


fender. 
off-road! 100% made in USA. please call for distribution info 







OFF ROAD TIRES ARE OUR SPECIALTY! 


We’ve got the tires you need at the prices you want. 


Bridgestone 


$ 00 | DOT Approved 
46 120/90-18 ED 06......° 91°. 


120/90-18 ED 02.......81” 
4.60-18 TW-52....°46°° 
3.00-21 Tw-301.. 3409 


USA 
DUAL 








E 22 
More Bridgestones 

FRONT $ 99 

3.00x21 ED 03 ............... 36 





Kenda Trakmaster II K760 
80/100x21 K760.............. "23 











REAR REAR 

4.60x17 ED 02 ............... 590” 110/100x18 ዚ760.............. 845° 

4.10x18 ED 04..............°49” SPOR ፻ 120/100x18 ዚ760.... 548% 
551 55 $4499 

4.60x18 ED 04 ............... 31 rr ne መመ | 100/50፡19 ዘ760....... . ...- M 

120/90x18 ED 04 ............... 51 PP) food Tire Needs. መመመ | 110/009 ዚ760.............. 545 
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We had 


a chance to try an FMF Fatty with a Power 
Core silencer, and picked up a little bottom end 
while smoothing out the hit in the midrange. 





was extended considerably. The IMS 
equipped YZ had no trouble keeping up 
with the true enduro bikes we rode with, 
providing a near 70 mile range without 
being too girthy. We’re also testing a pretty 
blue tank from Cycra, and will report on it in 
a later issue. 

A perennial small rider’s bike, the ‘98 
YZ250 is plenty comfortable for taller riders 
too, benefiting from a higher seat height 
and handlebar bend (rise). The oddball YZ 
handlebar bend has been altered on the ‘98 
bike, more closely resembling mainstream 
handlebars, however a replacement Renthal 
bar was slapped on anyway, providing bet- 
ter strength and the familiar CR bend. Of 
course, the bars were cut down to the oblig- 
atory 50" width. YZ controls are all top qual- 
ity and intuitive. The light pull clutch was 
welcomed, although clutch adjustment suf- 
fered some as the plates heated up. In our 
limited testing thus far, braking components 
proved admirable and pad wear good. 
However, the stock intermediate terrain 
Dunlop rubber, a K695 (19”) rear and K490 
front tires are known marginal performers 
in South Jersey sand and mud, though 
some like them in rocks. 

The suggested retail price of $5,599 sure- 
ly stings a little, especially when considering 
additional aftermarket costs associated with 
making the YZ250 woods capable and 
enduro legal. Further tilting the scales are 
all of the registration hassles associated 
with MX bikes—ugh!. However, if you can 
cut yourself a sweet deal and live in a non- 
Gestapo state (and/or know how to jump 
through applicable motor vehicle registra- 
tion hoops), then the YZ250 might well be 
your ticket to the podium for ‘98. And with 
that, you'll have all of those other guys in 
your class seeing blue for a change. لا‎ 





1998 GREENBRIER AMA/ACERBIS 
NATIONAL ENDURO 


March 29, 1998 8:00 A.M. 
Entry Fee $35 * Drawing March 15, 1998 


Rider Roster, Information and Results on the Internet at 
http://www.capemaytech.net/castaldi/tcsmc 





SANCTIONED 





Rider Requiremente: 

* All riders MUST be 18 years of age and hold a valid motorcycle drivers license. 

* Ridere must wear eye protection throughout the whole enduro. 

* All bikes must have a valid motorcycle registration, liability insurance, and a USFS approved spark arrestor. 

Course Information: 

* A gas truck will be provided for two gas stops. Riders will need two cans. 

Note to Pit Crews: There is no fuel available in the immediate area of the enduro. Get fuel before you get to the event. 

* There will be a pre-course inspection and a secret inspection during the enduro. Riders must carry drivers license, registration, and 
insurance cards and present them at both inspection pointe. 

* Prizes include Acerbis jersies, pants, gloves, jackets and chest protectors to P and C top finishers. 

Directions: 

The enduro will be held in Belleplain, NJ, on Route 550, near the town of Woodbine. Follow arrows to the Belleplain Fire Dept, and the start 
and camping area. 

From the South: l-95 to Delaware Memorial Bridge, to Route 40 east, to 55 south. Follow arrows from exit 24. 

From the North: Garden State Parkway to exit 17, follow arrows. 

From the West: Philadelphia Schuykill Expressway to Walt Whitman Bridge, to Route 42 east to 55 south, to exit 24. 

Area Lodging: 

* Camping is available in the starting area Friday and Saturday nights. 

* Family camping and cabins are available in the Belleplain State Forest (no hookups), (609)861-0628. 

* Econo-Lodge, Marmora NJ (609)390-3366; Millville Motor Inn, Millville NJ (609)327-3300 


Send entries to: Tri-County Sportsmen M.C. * P.O. Box 146 * Port Elizabeth, NJ 08348 
For information call: (609)785-2754, (609)861-1363, (609)327-8111 * No phone entries! 
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! Release and Waiver of Liability and Indemnity Agreement 1 
! PLEASE READ AND SIGN THIS RELEASE! 
Name Age | hereby give up all rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcyclist [ 
ም. ECC a mE ES Association and its district organizations, the sponsoring club of this event, the promoters, sponsors and I 
i Address all other persons. participants or organizations conducting or connected with this event, for any injury to 1 
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! City State . | | | know the risks of danger to myself and my property while partiipating în the event and while upon ! 
l the event premises and. relying on my own judgment and ability. assume all such risks of loss and here- — | 
i Zip by agree to reimburse all costs to those persons and organizations connected with this event for dam- 1 
| ages incurred as a result of my negligence i 
! Phone (area code) — 1. |  . .  . Signature i 
| 1 
ı ECEA No. i 
| 1 
1 ፤ ግ 5 9827. l 
| AMA No. لل‎ Expires: Racing Association: _ — . . o Z .: |! 
| AMA Club Name: ! 
1 | Number: [ 
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| 1 
! Check skill level and class below: ; 
Birth Date: i 
| [ገለለ [JA [18 UC i 
| Senior (40+) A-B C Super Senior (50+) A-B In Case of Emergency, contact: | 
! [JFourStroke 8-8-6 [ገ Women ———— i 
l 5 l 
! O Veteran (30+) 8-8-6 [ Masters (60+) Sorry, No Riders Under 18 l 
1 l 
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By Mark Uth 


Cycra Pro Bend Alloy Hand quards and 
Plastic Shields Brush Deflectors 

Choosing hand guards is a personal deci- 
sion affected as much by rider idiosyn- 
crasies as bike and terrain demands. For 
years, we’ve seen plenty of top riders show 
up at starting lines with unusual hand guard 
configurations to suit these preferences. 
One of the more popular modifications has 
been changing the bar end mounting con- 
figuration of aluminum hand guards, effec- 
tively repositioning the bar end mounting to 
reduce contact and interference with the 
hand on the extreme outside of the grip. 
Unfortunately, this was most often accom- 
plished by the sawing and TIG welding of an 
otherwise perfectly serviceable hand guard. 

No doubt the guys at Cycra Racing 
Systems observed the same thing, and asa 
result, came up with the Pro Bend Alloy 
Hand guard. Made from aircraft grade alu- 
minum, the Pro Bend hand guard employs a 
unique bend on the outside of the guard in 
order to change the bar-end mounting con- 
figuration. The result is a hand guard that 
offers less interference with the outside of 
the riders hand, allowing hand positioning 
further out on the end of the bar, and pro- 
viding extra leverage when needed. While 
still providing maximum protection needed 
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in tight timberland, the 8 
Pro Bend configuration 7 
itself opens up a host of 
different mounting con- 
figurations, permitting 
tailoring to rider prefer- 
ence. Skeptical at first, 
we'll have to admit that 
the odd shape really $ 
grows on you and we've 
yet to smash our knuck- 
les anyplace we didn't 
deserve it. 

Not stopping there, the 
Pro Bend hand guard | 
also comes with top 
notch mounting hard- 
ware in order to ensure 
effective, secure mount- 
ing. The most common 
cause of hand guard 
problems is improper mounting, leading to 
loosening or even failure. Getting hand 
quards properly mounted can be a daunting 
task, a repeated process of careful bending 
and refitting to ensure tight, gapless con- 
nections at the bar end and triple clamp, all 
the while avoiding the interference of 
levers, controls and other handlebar mount- 
ed equipment. Again, those observant 
Cycra guys had a solution. Noting that even 
the trickest, top quality hand guard isn't 
worth a damn if it'S not properly mounted, 
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the Pro Bend hand guard kit comes with an 
innovative handlebar clamping system and 
standard aluminum bar end mountings, 
similar to those pioneered by WER, MSR, et. 
al. The unique bar clamp, aptly named the 
Right Fit Clamp provides a mounting system 
with tri-axial freedom (as opposed to the 
two way adjustments common to all other 
hand guards). What this boils down to is a 
really secure inner clamp mounting without 
a lot of bending. It’s plenty stout and you'll 
not find an easier mounting alloy hand 
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guard. 

Rounding out Cycra’s foray into hand pro- 
tection, matching plastic brush deflectors 
are sold to provide protection against small- 
er branches and the elements. While 
mounting up nicely, and looking good, we 
were disappointed with the brittle plastic 
compound used. In short order, both Cycra 
Brush Deflectors were cracked and broken, 
despite use in mild fall temperatures. A 
more compliant plastic compound, like the 
Enduro Engineering deflectors, is the ticket 
in the unforgiving stick farms that we typi- 
cally ride in. A set of Cycra Brush Deflectors 
retail for $29.95, and we’d suggest you 
don’t hit anything with them. Conversely, 
the Pro Bend Alloy Hand guard is top quali- 
ty equipment and as such commands a sub- 
stantial price, retailing for $74.95 for con- 
ventional handlebars and $84.95 for Pro 
Taper applications. This might seem high 
when compared to generic $30-$40 alloy 
hand quard prices, however, these don’t 
account for the added value of the 
improved mounting hardware, as the bar 
ends and Right Fit Clamp would sell sepa- 
rately for 520-530 each. As such, $75 for a 
set of hand guards doesn’t seem too bad. If 
you’re not sold on the Pro Bend, Cycra also 
markets a conventional bend option called 
the Series One Alloy Hand guard. The Series 
One hand guard includes the same mount- 
ing hardware as the Pro Bend and, at 
$49.95, is no doubt the bargain of the lot. 
Cycra hand guards and other equipment 
can be ordered through your local dealer or 
directly from Cycra Racing Systems, 5742 
Westbourne Ave., Columbus, OH 45215. 
Telephone information is willing provided at 
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AMA National Championship 
Enduro Series 


Videos $19.95 
each 

A great look back at 
the top pros doing 
battle! 

National Enduros ‘96 
National Trials ‘96 


Long Life Wheel 
Spacers 

Anodized aluminum 
with a steel sleeve 
where the seal rides. 
Durable! $30.75 pair 
CR-YZ-KX-RM-KTM 






(614)866-9662 while orders © 
or requests for their free cat- PY 
alog can be made at 
(800)770-2259. 

SRC Vital Drink System 

Scott Summers knows a 
little about race endurance. 
One of the problems he's 
cited in his preferred GNCC 
format is the amount of liq- 
uids that need be consumed 
in a three hour event. The 
old adage, coined by 
Camelbak, “hydrate or die” 
couldn’t be more apt. The Y 
problem was two fold. First, £ 
Summers found himself eas- £43 
ily consuming the two & 
quarts capacity carried by 9 
even the largest drink sys- 
tems. Additionally, once empty, replenish- 
ing many drink systems can be a tedious 
and cumbersome process, adding precious 
seconds to hasty pit stops. This wasn’t the 
ticket for the multi-time champ, hence the 
development of the SRC Vital Drink System 
(VDS from here on in). 

To overcome problems associated with 
existing drink systems, the VDS holds one 
third more volume than conventional sys- 
tems, a full three quarts. The insulated 
tapered pouch keeps liquids cooler and 
makes bladder changes faster and easier, 
saving time in the pits. A tough cordura 
nylon shell and high quality craftsmanship 
are made to stand up to the rigors of riding, 
racing and repeated washings. To support 
the extra weight of the increased capacity, a 
well designed harness assembly with wide, 


The ‘98s Are Here! 
New bolt-on frame bracket for 
‘98 CR250 (shown), CR125, 
KTMs, KX250 & KX125 


[AMA Natlonat Championship 





$55.95 


ISDE Rimlock Nuts 
Three spins and it's off. Fits 
all rimlocks. $14.95 set 


Same Day Shipping! WER. ° (908)637-6385 ٠ Box 279A Jenny Jump Ave., 





W.E.R’s New Products! 


NEW CATALOG AVAILBLE NOW! CALL OR WRITE FOR YOUR FREE COPY! 





New! Frame 
Guards for ‘98s 
Anodized for corro- 

: sion resistance. 

[d Smooth new designs. 


padded shoulder 
straps and a quick- 
release chest strap 
distribute weight more 
* evenly and avoid inter- 
* ference with 
arm/shoulder move- 
[^ ment, maximizing 
rider comfort. The 
larger capacity makes 
for a significantly flat- 
ter bladder profile as 
well, especially when 
partially filled, allow- 
ing the VDS to be 
more easily worn 
$ beneath riding jackets 
7 and/or chest protec- 
tors. Its ergonomic 
shape closely con- 
forms to the shape of the body, reducing 
the chance of it being snagged by passing 
tree limbs and branches, a common fault of 
Solid bottle drink systems. We've worn the 
VDS for hundreds of miles of trail riding and 
found it to be so comfortable that you'll lit- 
erally forget you're wearing it. 

SRC products can be had via your local 
dealer or directly at SRC, P.O. Box 206, 
Carrollton, Kentucky 41008, (800)221- 
9572. At $99.95, the Vital Drink System 
sells for more that its direct competitor, the 
original Camelbak (two quart) and Halfbak 
(one quart) drink systems which retail in the 
$30-$40 price range. However, if it turns 
out to be the last piece of the championship 
puzzle, then it’s no doubt a small price to 
pay. ጩ 





New! WER Skid Plates! 
Light, strong, quiet. Doesn’t hold 50 
Ib. of mud. Excellent protection for 
water pump & side covers. KTM 200 
shown, $78.95 (call for all bikes) 




















Multimaster Tool 
Includes 1/4-inch drive for sockets, 
great trailside emergency tool. $59.95 











1 Em 
882228] 
e 











ጋመ "s id 


a 


NJ 07838 


March 1998 33 


* Great Meadows 


) 











8,8 
Ht 





By Mark Uth 


Plugging Away 


Aa rule learned early during this 
notorcycling affliction of mine was to 
never venture into the woods without a spare 
spark plug and functional plug wrench. Forged 
during a time when piston port motors fouled 
plugs like clockwork, rest assured that even 
today’s digital, solid state, reed-inducted rock- 
et sleds are just as hard to push back to the 
truck. I’m sure there’s a Murphy’s corollary in 
here somewhere, perhaps “the less likely you 
are to foul a plug, the further from the truck 
you'll be when it eventually happens.” 

For the most part spark plugs are pretty 
much fit and forget hardware, the only time 
any attention is paid is during purchasing or 
when stricken on the trail. However, in spite of 
their inherent simplicity, spark plug choices do 
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offer the tuner a means of optimizing motor 
performance for a given duty cycle and 
engine operational condition. 

There are a handful of companies that man- 
ufacture plugs that’ll fit your scoot, although 
NGK is by far the most popular choice, main- 
ly because of the relationship between their 
place of manufacture (Japan) and their result- 
ing kinship with most motorcycle OEMs. 
That’s not to say that they don’t make a fine 
plug, because they do, however, the $2.50- 
$5.00 cost per plug is considerably more 
than you’d pay for comparable domestically 
produced ones. We've used plugs manufac- 
tured by AC, Bosch, Champion, et. al, in dif- 
ferent bikes at various times, all with good 
results. 

However, there's a two part problem that gen- 
erally impedes brand swapping. First, it's hard 
to match up plugs sold by other manufacturers 
because there's no standard spark plug desig- 
nation system within the industry. As a result, 
it'S nearly impossible to find two plugs that are 
exactly alike, let alone figure it out with any 
degree of assuredness. Secondly, it's just plain 
difficult to find shops that carry alternate plugs 
for motorcycle applications, as most dealers 
carry OEM replacement plugs which are almost 
universally NGKs. Conversely, in automotive 
parts stores there's not much demand for 
motorcycle plugs, so they don't get stocked. 
Were you to locate a shop that stocks 
Champion or AC brand plugs, or one that is 
willing to order a box for you, a dollar or more 
savings per plug would be likely. Of course, 
this assumes you could figure out what plug to 
order in the first place. 
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While there’s no standard plug designation 
system, there are considerable hard similari- 
ties among plugs made by various manufactur- 
ers. Plugs are differentiated by three major 
characteristics: thread size (diameter), thread 
reach, and heat range. Electrode shape and 
material are another factor that differentiates 
plugs, although harder to compare among dif- 
ferent brands. There are a plethora of diver- 
gent combinations among the various manu- 
facturers, with virtually no two being alike. 
Regarding size, a 14mm thread size with a 5A" 
reach is standard for today's two stroke motor- 
cycles. Older two strokes, predominantly air 
cooled bikes with corresponding thinner 
heads, used a 14mm thread size with a short- 
er reach while four stroke bikes generally use 
a 10mm or 12mm thread size, depending 
upon head design and space constraints. 

Heat Range 

Naturally, thread size and reach are deter- 
mined by the engine's designer, and can't be 
changed (without dire consequences). As a 
result, the most important decision in choos- 
ing a spark plug is heat range. Not surprisingly, 
engine design characteristics and its intended 
engine service envelope determines the most 
effective plug heat range. Like most engineer- 
ing decisions, however, OEM plug choices are 
often a compromise, either a suitable plug for 
average conditions or simply making the best 
choice between two duty cycle extremes. 
Since you as a rider know better how your bike 
gets ridden, it's possible that a non-standard 
plug heat range might better suit specific riding 
conditions. 

It's not uncommon for the novice tuner to 
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equate a plug's heat range to 
spark intensity. This would be 
a mistake. In actuality, the 
heat range is a measure of a 
plug's ability to dissipate the 
heat of combustion. 
Retaining or dissipating heat 
affects plug electrode temper- 
atures and subsequent 
plug/combustion perfor- 
mance. Consequently, a high- 
er heat range means that the 
plug in question retains heat 
(or, if you prefer, dissipates 
heat slower) making for high- 
er plug electrode temperatures. This can be 
good, because it fights deposits that can cause 
fouling. However, in extreme cases it can also 
lead to pre-ignition as the incoming fuel-air 
charge is ignited by the hot plug electrode. 

Higher heat range plugs are often used in 
engines that see light loading, short term use, 
and/or low speeds (e.g., lawnmowers, gas dri- 
ven generators, etc.). Inversely, lower heat 
range plugs dissipate heat faster and thus run 
cooler, a good thing in racing applications and 
other motors that get run hard. Plugs with a 
colder than ideal heat range have the tenden- 
cy to accumulate unburned combustion 
byproducts (e.g., soot, carbon, oil, etc.) which 
eventually spawns premature fouling. Colder 
plugs are generally used in engines that see 
more demanding use; high speeds, heavy load- 
ing, long and/or continuous hard use. As you 
might expect, most plugs used in motorcycles 
tend to be in the colder ranges. 

Other conventions find four-stroke motorcy- 
cles typically running hotter plugs than two- 
strokes, while big bore (open class) mounts 
tend to run hotter plugs than buzz bombs 
(80cc MXers). When fiddling with plug heat 
range some caution is in order. Rarely have we 
seen tuners effectively deviating more than a 


Champion 


NGK 


N3G 


Number (Position) Hot (Position) (Position) 
AC MC44XL | (1st #) - 10 =10mm, (2nd #) - range: O-9 
12=12mm, 4=14mm #4 mid-range 
Bosch (tet Itr) - U=10mm 
X=12mm, W-14mm 
2 


(tet Itr) - Z=10mm 
(x.492"), R=12mm (x 
34"), N=14mm (x 34”) 
(tet Itr) - C=10mm, 
D=12mm, B=14mm 


#) - range: 1-25 (for 
automotive, marine, 
MC, etc. applications) 
(#) - range: 14-2 
#8 mid-range 





step or two from the OEM heat range. Should 
that prove necessary then other problems 
probably abound, most likely jetting and/or 
overall motor health. 

It was originally intended to give a full expla- 
nation of various manufacturers’ plug identifi- 
cation schemes herein, but space limitations 
have precluded it. A comprehensive list of dif- 
ferent manufactured plug designations can be 
found in some aftermarket bike repair manu- 
als, specifically those published by Clymer 
Publications, (9135)541-6763. In the TR library, 
we've copies of several Clymer Vintage 
Collection Series manuals, each of which 
devotes several pages to various plug manu- 
facturer designations. Very detailed, and near 
one hundred percent complete. In lieu of 
regurgitating that information, we've compiled 
an abridged table of plug designations in the 
table that accompanies this story. 

Electrode Gap 

The gap formed between center electrode 
and ground electrode (arm) is commonly 
referred to as the spark plug gap. Plug gap con- 
vention is usually something around 0.025" 
+0.002” (approximately 0.6mm-0.7mm). Plug 
gap is adjusted by carefully bending the 
ground electrode and measuring the changing 


(Prefix) - MC=MC application; 
(Suffix) - XL=%4” (for 14mm) 


(#) - range: 340-20 | (Suffix) - R=resistor 
#145 mid-range 


(Suffix) - Costandard electrode; 
Gzprecioue metal electrode 


(Prefix) - R=resistor, 
P=protruding electrode; (Suffix) 
- E=%", Hz'^"; S=etd electrode; 
G, V=precious metal electrode 


distance between the two elec- 
trodes using a feeler gage or 
plug gapping tool. The shape 
and material of a plug's elec- 
trodes affects spark character- 
istics as well. With all plugs, 
normal usage has a tendency 
to round off the electrodes’ 
edges. Careful dressing of the 
electrodes, followed by re-gap- 
ping allows most plugs to be 
returned to service. 

While we've had great suc- 
cess over the years cleaning 
and reusing spark plugs, we'd 
recommend against fooling around with used 
plugs whenever racing. Some high perfor- 
mance plugs use a thinner center electrode 
that may be made from a precious metal such 
as platinum, palladium or gold. The thinner 
electrode is alleged to focus spark better while 
the precious metals offer greater electrical con- 
ductivity. Similarly, some specialty plugs (e.g., 
Splitfire) use multiple or odd configuration 
ground electrodes, again alleged to improve 
spark or combat fouling. 

Truth is, with a normally functioning ignition 
system and proper gap, a standard electrode 
plug doesn't have much trouble producing a 
spark. Spark initiation does however become 
more demanding as the engine (spark plug) 
gets hotter, the air (plug electrode) gap is 
widened and/or higher compression pressures 
realized. Highest compression pressures occur 
during large throttle openings and relatively 
slow engine speeds, thus ignition problems, 
due to weak spark generation, most often man- 
ifest themselves as a spark/engine miss during 
maximum acceleration. The bottom line, poor 
plug life or performance is often a harbinger 
for other more serious mechanical problems. 
Find the problems and fix them, and your plug 
will do its job happily for a good long time. [3 
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Grand National Cross 
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By Charlie Williams 


iles baby, that’s what riding is about. 

Covering ground; and I’ve sure done that 
this fall while testing this TM 250. Let me 
recite some facts for a while, then I'll get on 
with the riding. First off, TM is a small Italian 
motorcycle company which has been around 
since (about) 1972. They are famous for build- 
ing go-cart engines and little Six Day bikes 
(80cc). Only in the last few years (since 94) 
has TM started producing 250cc size bikes, 
but they are not lacking in experience. 

Now, how can building go-cart motors teach 
you how to build dirt bike engines? Well, that’s 
where the experience comes in. They have 
experience at building racing motors that put 
out gobs more power than we need at wildly 
high RPM, requiring perfect balance and com- 
ponent harmony. Okay, you say, they have the 
technical skills but the bolt holes will never 
line up. Look, experience steps in again. 
Instead of trying to redesign the mouse trap 
they pretty much copied a 250 Honda motor. 
They didn’t copy it exactly, because they built 
their own, only better, using the same hands 
that produce those exotic cart motors. Instead 
of robots and bean counters building your 
bike, you have skilled craftsmen robbing all 
Honda’s rudimentary designs and building it 
better. 

Better quality material and better craftsman- 
ship makes a better mouse trap. See, the 250 
Honda is a great motor to copy because Honda 
already stole all the good ideas. Besides, the 
250 Honda motor is about what the world 
needs, only the TM is better, in my opinion, 
because if you can build an engine from 
scratch, you can certainly jet it, port it, fly- 
wheel it to make it run just like we woods rid- 
ers need. See the advantages of having 
enough experience not to be afraid to copy 
some one else’s experience? 

Rumor has it a 250 Honda piston will fit, 
along with clutch and basket and many other 
parts. I’m afraid I can't confirm these tales 
because, well, 1 haven't needed a piston and 
when it finally came time to re-plate the clutch 
the bike’s actual owner put it to me like this: 

“Yes Charlie, that Honda clutch might work 
just fine, but would you want me to put 
Japanese parts in your Volkswagen?” 

At first | was mad but then I just start- 
ed crying about all that good metal and 
all those communist fibers grinding 
around in my precious little type III. 
Long live the peoples car! 

It turned out the TM clutch was four 
dollars cheaper anyhow, leaving me 
wondering what I had been thinking. But 
in an emergency, and I mean only in an 
emergency, some of the Japanese parts 
could be used. 

If any readers could confirm this that 
would be great, but me, I only recom- 
mend buying your parts from an autho- 
rized TM dealer. On the subject of buy- - 
ing parts, I haven't really had to buy any 7 
parts to speak of, the clutch was in stock 
at my dealer Great Dave's and was 
around $200 bucks. That was for the 
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Our test bike was everywhere, and it has a jillion miles on it. 


Far flung fall fling 









My favorite picture—my favorite subject. You have 
to be confident and comfortable on a bike to ride 
like this, and the TM makes you comfortable. 


didn't see necessary) and 
new springs. 

The clutch basket 
was pretty grooved 
up. Now, factory guys would == | 
just get a new basket, i “ላ 
but they are expen- 7 
sive. A Honda basket yy a 
is just as pricey. 

Being a  mooch, | | 
instead of buying a ' 1 
new basket I had my ^ ነ | 
bestest buddy Mark 
Todd put it in a r 
milling machine and faced 

all the tangs back an equal amount, and this 
should work fine for a while. It seems that they 
wear faster after doing this though. Mark 
thought $40 would be about what a small 
machine shop should charge for this type of 
work. 

Sprockets were on the shelf at Great Dave's 
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fiber plates, new steel plates (which 1 But, it's still going strong, still fast and potent. 
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and 1 don't remember them being extra 
expensive. Chains? Universal, but I’ve had 
good luck with the Moose O-ring. Brakes? 
Brembo, just like what's on the KTM, so pads 
and parts can be found everywhere. 
Suspension? Marzocchi/Ohlins, the best, and 
technicians on every corner. Cables? You 
mean cable. Just the one, throttle cable. The 
clutch is hydraulic. I mean the clutch cable 
has been replaced with a hydraulic system 
similar to your front brake system. You still 
have the tension of the clutch spring when 
operating the clutch, so it's not totally magic, 
not yet anyhow, but it is way better than that 
Stout piece of cable through a plastic tube 
technology we had. The play remains the 
same, | mean the lever is adjustable to your 
favorite spot and stays there. Both the clutch 
lever reservoir and the front brake lever reser- 
voir are Brembo and should be available 
through TM or KTM in emergencies. 

All the plastic is supplied by Acerbis and is 
readily available. The bars of course are alu- 
minum, and 1 have yet to ruin them so they 
must be tough. Pro tapers will mount easily 
without having to replace the top clamp, which 
is a work of art. The bars are mounted in these 
little holders that can be adjusted forward or 
backward changing the location of the bars by 

over an inch. Wheel bearings were available 

at bearing supply warehouses and 
when I was riding in Colorado we 
replaced one with parts bought at 
an auto parts store and a couple 
of thick washers to make up the 
difference. Again this is not recommended 
in the TM owners guide, but a little 
improvising saved a week of riding. 

So we all agree that the TM may cost a lit- 

tle more than other bikes, but you're not 
buying a six thousand dollar motor- 

cycle to save money, right? Not everybody 
wants the cheapest thing they can roll off the 
assembly line. You don’t buy the cheapest 
shoes do you? The cheapest jeans? The 








ean a 
The brake pedal is just one of a gang of machined 
parts that add to the quality feel of the TM. 


cheapest food? No, in most cases you buy 
what you want and price is secondary. Cheap 
is cheap for a reason, and expensive is so 
much cooler than cheap. Ever wonder why fac- 
tory riders were compensated with a garage 
full of bikes? It was the cheapest thing the fac- 
tory could bargain with. Scott Summers is 
allotted a dozen XR's a year, Chris Smith is 
given one TM. Parts may be more expensive 
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Engineering drawing of the function of the counter-bal- 
ancer, simplified. 


too, but if they are built stronger and last 
longer, which is a better value? 

I want to tell you about the top end on the 
250 I’ve been riding. The piston and rings 
have lasted a very long time. 1 can't say for 
sure how many miles it has on it, but in the 
last 8 weeks I’ve put over a thousand miles on 
the bike, and this bike was the worn out ugly 
duckling when I got it from Great Dave's. All 
the other shop-sponsored riders got 97's when 
they came out, and I got the "hand me down” 
96 that was used when Great Dave got it. This 
bike had been raced in eight national enduros 
under the direction of Don Knight and Knight's 
Cycle out of Mississippi before Great Dave 
even got it as a demo bike. Then Great Dave 
let every yahoo in Indiana ride and race the 
thing before I was finally able to pirate it away 
and keep it in my own garage, where mainte- 
nance totally stopped. 

This bike has the miles on it. Over 4,000 I 
guestimate, all on the original top end. Sure it 
rattles when you get it up to 15,500 feet run- 
ning on 87 octane gas mixed by eye at the 
quickie mart, but there was still plenty of 
motor to cruise along. When you get it back 
closer to sea level and properly jet it and top 
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it off with good two-cycle oil and race gas the 
bike rips. On a couple of occasions the bike 
has wanted to jump right out from under- 
neath me. Straight forwards, not over back- 
wards, leaving me sitting on the fender laying 
on the seat, chin on the 2.5 gallon Acerbis 

plastic gas tank. "Peppy" I think is the word I 

want to use. 

Just the other day we were riding and I was 
going to conquer this steep creek bank. It is 
one of those that was straight up with a lip at 
the top, but I know I can make it. This day I 
hadn't given myself a long enough run to get 
totally under control, so when I hit the gas I 
was just a little off. Well, the bike shot out 
from underneath me again and straight up 
the wall and didn't stop until it was 15 feet 

off the ground, it slowly turned and started 
back to earth and landed upside down on the 
bars mashing them flat. Yes I was okay, I was 
laying on my stomach in the creek facing the 
other direction, but the bike was on top of the 
hill. Good power. At the last Mid-South race the 
gang went to, Machino and Sampson beat 
every body to the first turn on their '97 250 
TMs. They also finished like third overall for 
John Machino, and about seventh for Mike 
Sampson. Doug Blackwell won this event and 
he can ride at the National level. 

For some simple and minor reasons | like the 
96 better than the 97s I've ridden. First off, I 
like the 45mm Marzocchi forks better than the 
50s. Now Great Dave saw there were problems 
in the 50s on the bikes he owns, and took six 
pairs to a local guy who is purported to know 
suspension. This shop does not advertise in 
Trail Rider so you won't know who I'm talking 
about. 1 can't recommend him after the deal- 
ings Great Dave experienced, not to mention 
my own horror stories. Anyhow, after several 
weeks and hundreds of dollars over the esti- 
mate, they claim to have the 50s working 
good. The story goes that none of the forks 


Congratulations! 
to our 1997 Support 
Riders for your 
excellent finishes! 


Freedom 





We Support Winners, Come Join The Team! 
Over 20 Years in the Motorcycle Business! 


$ SUZUKI. 


Large selection of used and carryovers still in stock 


Freedom Cycle * Concord, NH * 603-225-2779 











How's that for a triple clamp? Beautiful, no? 


were the same inside, except they were full of 
trash from the factory. This problem goes back 
to the Marzocchi factory and TM claims to have 
cured this problem on the 1998's by offering 
the Paoli conventional forks on the enduros, 
and Paoli upside down for the moto-crossers. 

Perhaps a more serious flaw between the '96 
moto version and '97 enduro model that I 
have had experience with, is with the lighting 
coil. The ‘96 does not have the lighting coil, 
nor does it have the extra flywheel weight that 
comes with the lighting coil. Theory has it that 
a heavy flywheel makes a motor more 
tractable and less likely to stall at low RPM, but 
I don't think it works on the TM. I feel it just 
confuses the motor. Especially under quick 
acceleration, the flywheel slows the RPM build 
up enough that it feels like there is a lag 
between the throttle and the motor. Take it off 
and the motor revs more quickly and is by no 
means pipey or easy to stall. 

This is due to the counter balancer built into 
the motor. Smooth tractable power is what I 
want and I’m totally satisfied with the 
motocross set up. The counter balancer is the 
secret to its smooth power, and it will chug 
way down low. Although no one could accu- 
rately explain the TM counter balancer, I was 
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PUT IT ON... 
FORGET IT’S THERE... 
NEVER RIDE AGAIN WITHOUT IT... 


THE 5100 
A REVOLUTION 
IN KIDNEY SUPPORT 


* Created by specialists with 25 years + 
experience in manufacturing superior 
orthopedic support products. 

* High quality, medical elastic designed 
for the ultimate in comfort and support. 

* Vented elastic back for increased 
air flow and maximum compression. 

* Unique double-pull tension straps. 


The Choice of Champions! 

5 Larry Roeseler No other belt offers this level 
| started using the KEV- -CO/STUBBS of comfort and support 
5100 last year in the Baja 1000 and 

have used it every race since. The belt WORN BY ISDE STARS: 

provides better support and comfort d m 


than anything else I've tried." * Kari Tiainen 
* Paul Edmondston 
* Ty Davis 
* Larry Roeseler 


For a dealer near you + Rodney Smith 


CALL (800) 223-1 71 3 * Kevin Hines 


KEV-CO/STUBBS RACING 


4518 Vanowen St., Burbank, CA 91505 


E KIM YCLES 


Celebrating 25 Years of Service 1972-1997 


“Your Off Road Headquarters” 
ቀ Enduro ቀ Motocross 
Fw ፍው ** Cross Country Trials 
ቀ Full Line of the finest Parts 
& Accessories in Stock. 


* Full Shop & Suspension Service 
IPO Dag ቀ UPS Daily 


Rider Incentive Programs for all Levels 
Call for Info on €-Ti-? braces 


HEADERS 


MOTOR A8: (MOTOR AB "SWEDEN ) 


791 Flory Mill Road 
mcm Lancaster, PA 17601 
E ጋ (717) 569-5764 
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Phil from Great Dave's was our patron for this test, 
and he's the TM guru in Indianapolis. 


able to see pictures of a Honda motor with a 
balancer. It is not magic, it is simply an extra 
wheel mounted on the end of the crank that is 
weighted on one side. Its weight is exactly 
opposite as the weight in the crank, and when 
they spin their spinning mass off sets one 
another, for extra smooth power delivery. 
Drew Smith agreed that in theory the counter 
balancer acts like a heavier flywheel, but an 
“extra smart one." On top of the motor confu- 
sion caused by the lighting coil, it is an after- 
thought item. It is just hung out on the end of 
the crank shaft and you need a special side 
case to house it, then the stock shifter won't 
work so it winds up with a short little shifter 
you can't reach with your foot. Trash all that 
lighting coil stuff, put the correct shifter on it 
and use batteries to power the lights. You will 
be much happier. 

The Enduro bikes come with a centerstand, 
which is enough reason to buy a TM. 
Centerstands rule, for no more weight than 
they add they more than make up for it in con- 
venience and cool. 

Of course all the components on the TM are 
top notch but it's the hubs and the triple 
clamps and the brake pedal where the "hand 
built” really shows. All these items are 
machined out of solid blocks of aluminum at 
the TM factory, and they really stand apart 
from the cast components on lesser 
machines. The brake pedal is strong as hell, 
and when I did bend it, it was easy enough to 
take off and lay on a flat surface and pound it 
back straight with a hammer. I tore the detach- 
able tip off the brake and had a real one weld- 
edon in its place. The shifter got all twisted up 
in a series of outings, but did not break. I’m 
afraid to bend on it too much until I know I 
have a new one to replace it with. My friend 
Mark claims the shifter is of the material that 
can be welded good as new but I’ve learned to 
live with the twisted shifter. A new one costs 
$60. 

Enough about parts, let’s talk about the 
whole package. First off, people stop and stare 
and ask what kind of bike it is. You tell them 
"TM" and they correct you with “KTM”. “No, 
TM.” Then they think it's an old 185 Suzuki. 
^No, TM from a small Italian company." They 
usually walk away confused, but some guys 
just drool over them, and why not? They are 
some of the nicest, most exotic bikes avail- 
able to us. 

It is no secret that I am biased towards 
European bikes and the way they handle. The 
TM is easily the best handling bike I’ve ever 
ridden, straight line stability like a falling safe. 
Turns with or without a berm. It kind of steers 
from the rear wheel, leaving the front wheel to 
act like a rudder happily skimming over 
bumps that would grab the front wheel on yel- 


low machines. Sure you can stuff it in a berm 
and come exploding out the other side, but 
the bike was built for grass track special tests 
and can turn right over the top of the berm 
and not even notice it. 

This is not a follow the groove bike, it yearns 
to take the alternate line out in the rough stuff. 
Peterhansel would like this bike for this rea- 
son. But I like it for going straight, none of that 
twitchy front end like on Japanese bikes wait- 
ing to be shot off the trail at the smallest 
deflection. This bike runs straight. On two dif- 
ferent occasions I was riding along and the 
front wheel twisted to the stop but the bike 
continued to go straight. This happened twice, 
on any other bike I would have eaten it right 
there. The front wheel does not run up the 
sides of ruts and is never deflected far off 
course. 

I'm not a jumper so I can't tell you how the 
suspension works under full moto load, but 
we could ask Alex Puzar (#2 World 
Championship motocross 125 class). He 
could tell us about Grand Prix jumps. There 
was a test in Dirt Bike with the SMP jump 
team. The TM 125 received low marks in the 
test but who cares, we don't care what the 
SMP (Iton) jump team thinks, and we really 
don't care if these bikes can super bump or 
not. Super bump is over, woods rule. 

Through the whoops at Loretta Lynn's the 
rear end worked without any glaring faults and 
the straight line stability inspired confidence. 
The Ohlins shock was originally valved by 
Knight's Cycle and I don't think it's been off 
the bike since. The linkage is just beginning to 
show a slight amount of play, one eighth inch 
or so. Better quality materials worked at clos- 
er tolerances make a longer lasting machine. 
Every time I rode the bike away from the truck 
I rode it back. 

The 1998's are on their way but don't have 
a great deal of changes over the 96's. Paoli 
forks would be the biggest change. | talked to 
Kevin Hines about the Paoli forks, and here 
again, we have better quality stuff than what is 
normally offered. According to Kevin the Paoli 
conventional are very similar to the 1985 
KX250 forks that were famous for their perfor- 
mance. Paoli may have copied the drawings, 
but again they used better stuff. First off, the 
slider leg is a three- piece leg. The bottom part 
where the axle goes through is forged alu- 
minum, this threads onto a solid aluminum 
tube for the leg itself, then the top part (where 
the seal rides) is still another part. This is 
where the Paoli is ahead of everyone else. 
Somehow the seal "floats" up and down, thus 
reducing the "stiction" found on cheaper 
forks. 

Both legs contain compression and rebound 
damping, unlike the Marzocchi with one leg 
compression and one leg rebound. I guess it is 
a lot cheaper to make the one leg compres- 
sion and one leg rebound, but this system 
pumps up air so bad it is hard to get them con- 
sistent. I guess the Paoli forks don't pump up. 
The Paoli conventional have external adjust- 
ments, 30 clicks for compression, 28 clicks 
for rebound and 15mm external adjustability 
in preload. K. Hines told me "They work very 
nice." Don't be afraid, if your TM dealer should 
happen to be out of fork seals when you need 
them, Kawasaki and Yamaha both have seals 
that will fit the Paoli forks. Kevin assured me 
he could handle all repair and revalving, but 
the fork had so much adjustability he didn't do 
much of that work. Drew Smith also said he 
knew his way around the inside of the Paoli 
forks, so I'm not afraid of buying something 
nobody understands. TM has beefed up the 
frame in the steering head area, on the new 
bikes, but all the geometry remains the same. 
All the bikes get an oversized aluminum gas 
tank that makes it look even cooler. The 98's 
are to have smaller radiators for a narrower 
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That means we're as old as dirt, 
and know a lot about it! 
Call us for all of your off-road needs 


JETTING, HAND 
HELD GLOBAL 
Posmonc 
SYSTEMS FROM 
$200, Easy 
Putt THROTTLE 
AND CLUTCHES 


INFO & ORDER: (619) 792-0213 
Fax: (619) 792-5398 


Ask about our NETRA 
contingency program! 


Kawasaki 
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YAMAHA 


UPS SHIPPING EVERYWHERE 





CONVERSION Kirs for XR200-600, DR 250-350, 

RMX 250, Kawasaki KLX 250 & 650, KDX 200, 
91-96 KTM LC4 & 92-96 Husky 4-Strokes. 

Kits include fully D.O.T. Legal lighting, wiring 
harness, regulator/rectifier, switch assemblies, 
laser cut bracketry, Ni-Cad battery, electric 
horn, only 7.0 Ibs, detailed instuctions. $385-460, 
partial kits and custom configurations available. 


@ Acerbis & OEM Plastic Fenders @ Spare Tube 
Fenderbag €) Headlamps, From off-road only to DOT 
approved, Incandescent to Dual Frame PIAA 200 watt race light- 
ing © Scotts Steering Stabilizers €) Electronic & mechanical 
Speedo/Odos/Computers @ Renthal & Pro-taper handlebars @ Acerbis Rally 


Chain Guides € Wide Range of Sprocket Sizes, Steel & Aluminum, RK & Regina Chain 


FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL: (800) 422-5292 


E-Mail: bajades@bajadesigns.com 
Visit our catalog on the internet at: 


http//www.bajadesigns.com 


Guards & Moose Handguards @ IMS & Acerbis Large Capacity Fuel Tanks, Custom Tank Graphics 
© Seat Covers & standard or tall foam ከወ Heavy Duty Rear Fender Bags & Saddlebags (f) Acerbis & OEM 
side panels & plastic )9 FMF Supertrapp & Yoshimura Exhuast )9 Thumper Exhuast Baffles (Hi flow/low noise) 
D Big Fin Cylinder Heads, Custom Porting, 3 angle valve jobs (D Oversize Headers & Ceramic Header Coating 
D Devol & Acerbis Frame Guards (f) Heavy Duty Stainless Steel Spokes & Excel Rims (D) Fork/Disk Guards 
D Moose Heavy Duty Skid Plates ደሽ Pirelli, Metzler & Dunlop DOT tires @) Wide Footpegs @ Heavy Duty 


KXs& 1/453 


Send $2 for Catalog to: 
Baja Designs 

11588 Sorento Valley Rd. 
Suite 19 

San Diego, CA 92121 
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profile. This makes me a little nervous. The 
bike I rode never boiled over, not even once, 
which was a big improvement over my steam 
powered 500 KTM. 

I don’t know a thing about port timing, gear 
ratios, power valves, none of that mechanical 
jargon, torque specifications, rake and trail, 
static sag, rebound valving, compression 
dampening, viscosity, boiling points. I’m a 
mechanical dunderhead. But I do know what I 
like and what I can adapt to. I know what I 
don't like and it's not all determined by what 
color something is or it's political connections. 
I like the TM motorcycles. I like the way they 
handle, I like the way they look, and I like 
them because they are very expensive. There 
is a certain vulgarity to owning the most 
expensive anything. Balls maybe; it's the same 
thing that allows me to grow stupid sideburns 
and a devil's goatee. Yeah, it takes balls to buy 
the most expensive. 

A dedicated player enjoys extravagances and 
excess, and your toys should be no different. 
It takes cash if you are actually rolling the dice 
on the big table. Great Dave knows the shock 
value a few dollars can make and he fully 
enjoys owning the finest. Great Dave will qui- 
etly boast about being the ninth largest dealer 
in the world. You excitedly ask how many 
bikes he has sold and he just smiles and say's 
“It’s not how many you sold, it's how many 
you bought." Our sport needs more "Players" 
like Great Dave, and TM is extremely lucky to 
have a dealer with the view point Great Dave 
has of the bigger picture. On my own ego- 
stroking side of it, there is nothing cooler than 
being able to answer “No, this expensive, exot- 
ic erotic machine does not belong to me, it 
belongs to the shop I race for." Mortals drop to 
their knees and lick my always-clean boots. I 
don't wear a fancy watch or gold chains 
around my neck, my jewelry leans up against 











Tom Morton 


40 Trail Rider 


the garage wall. I sat back and laughed when I 
re-read this. A big, fat, wealthy man's laugh, 
full of phlegm and food, Haaahaaa! See what 
an attitude that extra $1,500 gives you? 
Haahaaahha, balls on your chin! 

The TM is a kick ass motorcycle, and I rec- 
ommend them highly. This is not cheap talk 
either, this was an honest test. See, Phil at 
Great Dave's has been my friend for a long 
time. He let me ride one of his bikes hoping I 
could mention his name in the magazine a few 
times, maybe promote his business and TM 
motorcycles. Yes, I’m guilty of accepting a 
bribe to get a bike to ride, but that's where it 
stopped. Great Dave did not hold me down 
and make me write only nice things nor was 
this one afternoon on a brand new bike under 
ideal conditions. No, this was a one year 
knock down drag out between me and the 
bike. 

I apologize for being vague on many points. 
TM history was unknown by any English speak- 
ing people. TM does not publish a suggested 
dealer price list on parts, so to be fair with all 
the TM dealers parts prices were greatly exag- 
gerated to cover anybody's mark up and all 
parts can be bought cheaper than these 
prices. Call your dealer. Great Dave's is my 
dealer, call him and thank him for letting me 
ride the bike and writing a fair test on it, 812- 
525-0081. Eric Koeller at Town and Country 
has been a great deal of help, 201-875-2111. 
Kevin Hines took his time to explain the Paolis 
and Drew Smith corroborated on explaining 
things. Gas Gas dealers can be a good source 
for parts for these bikes, but don't be afraid, 
for as exotic as these bikes are they are still 
pretty standardized and easy to work on. 

This document has an average of 4.1 letters 
per word and is written at the 8.5 grade level. 
Please apologize to our Southern California 
readers if I’m throwing too hard. لا‎ 


973-686-0012 
130 Ryerson Avenue e Wayne NJ 07470 


Matt Stavish 


Never Go Flat Again! 
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try, try 
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Subscriptions to Trail 
Rider are available for 
$18 yearly in the conti- 
nental U.S. 

Send the bux to: 


Trail Rider Magazine 
P.O. Box 2038 
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No Matter How Much 


You Spend On Your Four-Stroke. 
[ Can Never Be A Husaberg. 


Ultra-Slim MX Plastic Gas 
Tank — Std Equip. 
Large Capacity Airbox ፡ ~ " 
— Std Equip. Sa — Std Equip. 
Dellorto 40mm Roundside ፣ s 
Carburetor — Std Equip. 


Aluminum Handlebars 
— Std Equip. 


Lightweight Two-Into-One 
Stainless Exhaust System 
— Std Equip. 


WP Motocross High- ኣ 3 : WP 50mm Extreme 
Performance Shock a Fork — Std Equip. 
— Std Equip. 


Fully Built Race Motor with Nikasil 
Coated cylinder — Std Equip. 


6 Speed Close 
Ratio Transmission Internally Integrated Orbit 
— Std Equip. Oilpump/Lubrication System 
— Std Equip. 





Aluminum Rear Sprocket Large Brembo Hydraulic 
Lightweight — Std Equip. Brakes — 260mm Stainless Disc and 
Excel Aluminum Rims with Twin Piston Floating Caliper Front / 220mm Stainless Disc 
Heavy-Duty Stainless Spokes — Std Equip. and Single Piston Floating Caliper Rear — Std Equip. 


When you try to convert a trail bike into something it wasn't designed, engineered or tested to do, 
you create a whole new set of problems. To increase performance you sacrifice reliability, 
you burn-up clutches, you overheat, you grenade. When you start to moto, you stress frames, 
you completely overwhelm the stock suspension, requiring serious upgrades, 
springs, shocks, valving, kits and more kits. 


The point is - it can never mirror Husaberg MX World Championship performance at any price. 
You can never match the lightweight, water-cooled, high-horsepower race proven powerplant. 
Or the strength, rigidity, geometry and handling of a chassis engineered to work with the highest 
level of competition suspension - the WP Extreme fork and WP shock. All in all, when you 
read the list of Husaberg standard equipment, the M.S.R.P. looks very reasonable. 


Look for Husabergs first ever Dual Sport bike out in ‘98, see your dealer for information. 


USABER 


Husaberg Motorcycles USA 
1906 Broadway, Lorain, Ohio 44052 











































METEOR MOTORCYCLE CLUB PRESENTS 


The 61st Running of The 


SANDY LANE ENDURO 


Jaq Sunday March 15th, 1998 Keytime--8:00 AM 


Location: Interboro Gun Club, Route 563, Greenbank, N.J. 


—— DRAWING DATE MARCH 6, 1998 
Directions: From PA. Take route 70 east to Route 72 (circle) south, right on route 563 to gun club. 
From South Jersey, take route 30 east in Hammonton ,bear left onto rte. 542 to gun club. 
From North Jersey take route 206 south to route 38 east (diner & Wawa) make left at light, route 38 east, make right 
on Magnolia Road follow to 72 circle, south on 72 make right on route 563 to Greenbank . Follow arrows to start. 
Accommodations: Plenty of free camping behind gun club. NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ||! 
Ramada Inn: Route 30 White Horse Pike, Hammonton, N.J. (609)- 561-5700 ; 


RIDER REQUIREMENTS: All riders must have a valid motorcycle drivers license, registration and insurance card. All 
bikes must be fitted with a valid license plate (no cardboard plates ), Headlight, Taillight, and Exhaust System equipped with 
a spark arrester, and must pass an AMA sound test. All entrants must have a current E.C.E.A. card. E.C.E.A. test will be 
given for new riders on Saturday only! There is no, fee for the E.C.E.A. test. All entrants must be current members of the 
AMA. AMA applications will be avail. at sign-up 

Food: Marshall's Pasta party blow out Saturday night. Sunday Breakfast and lunch served all day. 

Sign-up: Saturday 2:00 pm to 7:00 pm---Sunday 6:00 am to start. 

Entry Information: PRE-ENTRIES--$35.00--POST-ENTRIES--$40.00 Make checks payable to the: Meteor Motorcycle 
Club, and mail them to: 2111 Rosella Ave. Atco, N.J. 08004. Do not staple checks to entry forms. "A" & "B" riders entered 
with "C" will get ^C" Numbers. We cannot guarantee groupings of riders. 


For Additional Info: (609)767-2023 Please limit calls between 7pm and 10pm. ask for Barry. 
cut here---------------------------- rer ወመ መመመ LLL ወ ሠ ححا اح‎ cut here-------------------------------- euren ممه‎ ወ= ወ= === === === cut here 
RELEASE AND WAIVER OF INDEMNITY AGREEMENT, SANDY LANE ENDURO, 3/15/98 


| hereby give up all my rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcycle Club and its district organizations, the Meteor Motorcycle 
Club, the promoters, sponsors and all other persons, participants or organizations conducting or connected with this event for any injury to property or person | 
may suffer, including crippling injury or death, whether such injury arises while | am preparing for or participating in the event or while | am on the premises 
and, relying upon my own judgment and ability, assume all such risks of such of loss and hereby agree to reimburse all costs to those persons and 
organizations connected with this event for damages incurred as a result of my negligence. 

In the event | am treated by emergency medical personnel at the event, | agree that the emergency medical personnel may release information on the nature of 
treatment and the extent of injury to Meteor Motorcycle Club representatives for the purpose of completing insurance and State Racing Commission accident 
reports. 











SIGNATURE 





DATE 


Name Print 
Address 
City State Zip. 





Phone #( ) ECEA# AMA# Exps. 
ECEA CLUB Bike make Displacement 

Check class level: [ همل‎ OA [ 15 6لا‎ 

L Light (125cc) (JMedium Light (200cc) [Medium (250cc) L]Heavw (251cc+) 
L.]Masters (60+) Super Senior ( 50+)(A-B) Senior ር 40+ )(A-B) Veteran ( 30+ )(A-B-C) 
Four Stroke (A-B-C) []Women Dual Sport (no points) 





PLEASE COMPLETE MAILING LABEL BELOW 
Name: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 
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SANCTIONED 





BETTER THAN LAST YEAR! | 
SPRING STUMPJUMPER ENDURO 
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. MANY NEW TRAILS, LESS WHOOPS 

| April 5, 1998 Keytime 8:00 A.M. 

$30 Pre- Entry, $35 Post, $15 for all Super Seniors, Masters and Women 

| Starting position will be determined by a drawing on March 23rd. 

l Location: Warren Grove Firehouse, Warren Grove, NJ. Exit 67N on the Garden State Parkway, arrowed 
from Route 72 and Route 539. 

| Trophies: All Regular ECEA classes. C class trophies to 10 places. NETRA riders welcome! 

| Lodging: Plenty of primitive camping at the start. Some motels nearby, very close to Atlantic City. 
Food: Lucille's restaurant will be open all weekend. 

| Requirements: All riders will be checked at sign-up for current registration, insurance card, and motorcycle | 
I license. If you don’t have any of the above, you will not run. NETRA members and other district riders are | 
welcome. No one under 18 years of age will ride. 
| Sign-Up: Will be open 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, and 6:30 a.m. on Sunday. Any entry received without [ 
I rider class will be drawn with the C class. A & B riders stapled to a C rider will ride C numbers. Please use 1 
supplied garbage bags. Gas will be back at start. 

| Information: Call Dave Jobes, (609)758-8222 after 6:30 P.M. 

1 Mailing Address: MCI, 513 Route 539, Cream Ridge, NJ 08514. No Refunds! 
| 
1 
1 
1 
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PLEASE READ AND SIGN THIS RELEASE! 
Name Age | hereby give up all rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcyclist 
|  ሮዯድ 05 ን - ፕ ፕ።ሉሙምውሙም።ንምምድሙምውሙ ም ፡ ሙው፦፡፡ 0 و‎ Association and ıts district organizations, the sponsoring club of this event, the promoters, sponsors and 
! Address all other persons. participants or organizations conducting or connected with this event, for any injury to 
l M MM و‎ ILL LC DM property or person | may suffer. including crippling injury or death, whether such injury arises while | am 
Preparing for or participating in the event. or while | am on the event premises. 














| 
[! City State | know the risks of danger to myself and my property while participating in the event and while upon 
[ the event premises and. relying on my own judgment and ability. assume all such risks of loss and here- 
; Zip by agree to reimburse all costs to those persons and organizations connected with this event for dam- 
[  <-<-< -ዴ ዴ <ኢጩመ SE as 3485500061 my:negligence: 
| 
l; Phone (area code) — 1. ~~ ~ Signature 
| " 
T ECEANo... — |. | | | J . Vehicle No. 
1 s 
l! AMANo.. ل‎ |  Expies:: |. | Witness 
1 
l! AMA Club Name: Address 
| 
Im: " 
jpBikeMake: لل‎ Displacement: 
1 


1 Check skil! level and class below: 

[ CAA DA OB De 

| C Senior (40+) A-B C Super Senior (50+) A-B 
ዘ CJ Four Stroke A-B-C C] Women 


ዘ C Veteran (30+) A-B-C CI Masters (60+) CommfSsion Expires سب‎ 
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YANKEE TRADER 


Yankee Trader ads are free to sub- 
scribers. All you have to do is write 
them down and mail them in to the 
address on page three of this book. 
We can’t guarantee that they'll get in 
when you expect them to, and they 
will be edited for brevity if needed, 
but hey, the price is right, huh? 


1995 KTM RXC 620 Special MINT 
Cond.This bike is for the short rider that 
wants a big bike. The suspension has 
been profesionally modified to accomi- 
date riders from 5’ to 5'5". Rear pegs 
and rear rack kit, totaly street legal titled 
in N.H, new Sidewinder sprockets 
w/Tsubaki o-ring chain, new Dunlop 490 
front and 695 rear, DeVol skid plate, 
Acerbis Rally Guards, More info 
evenings, call Mark 605-556-0255. 
1996 KTM 250EXC Fresh top end, mint 
cond., $5900 obo. (609)692-2412. 
1986 Chevy Cube Van 14 foot, 550 AT, 
fully set up for motorcycle racing. 
Benches, cabinets, vises, full electric 
w/Overhead lighting, tire rack, toolbox 
stand,m 10-ton shop press, chrome 
wheels, new radials, low mileage, very 
good cond., asking $5495. Call AI at 
Aktive Reeds, (610)262-1679. 

1996 Honda XR250 Revalved susp., 
excellent shape, ready to ride. New 1/97, 
$5200. (401)597-6527. 

KTM Pipes 1990-92 250/500 and 1995- 
97 250/500. Power comes on sooner, 
good low torque, soft hit, more over-rev. 
Chrome plated, free ground shipping. 
$150 total. Z Racing, (714)449-1271. 
1995 KTM 300EXC $5000. Great bike, 
excellent in the woods. Needs nothing, 
ready to rage! Call (508)655-9087. 

1997 KTM 250EXC Low miles, WER 
susp., $5800. 1997 KTM 250EXC WER 
susp., Bark Busters, lots of spare parts. 
Good condition, $5100. 1991 Cobra 
Flagstaff Sleeps six, sink, fridge, stove, 
great shape, $1600. Call days, (609)327- 
0592, Rich. 

1996 Honda XR250 Revalved susp., 
stock motor, low hours, enduro ready. 
$5000. (401)597-6527. 

1997 KTM 250EXC Brand new, only 25 
miles. Extras included, with a new single- 
rail trailer; both for $5000. Serious 
inquiries only, eves. (609)97 1-7725. 
KTM Parts Inventory 1985-97. Lots of 
parts, $2000 obo., or will trade for dirt 
bike. I like Maicos and Euro bikes. Info 
or parts list, (504)486-5244. 

1976 Husqvarna 175 Cross Country 
Complete bike, needs repairs to run, 
have parts to fix. $200, (609)785-1107. 
1980 Husqvarna 590CR Black tank, 
good original cond., Ohlins rear shocks, 
$695. 1981 Husqvarna 430CR Red 
tank, good cond., runs very strong. 
Sidewinder chain & sprockets, Ohlins 
shock. $795, (609)785-1107. 

1997 Kawasaki KLX300 New cond., all 
Stock, ridden approx 500 miles, well 
maintained, NJ title & reg. $5500, call 
(609)725-6054. 

1995 ATK 25014 Dunlops, pipe guard, 
revalved susp., hardly ridden, mint 
cond., $2900 obo. (201)797-0188. 
1994 KTM 300MXC Exc. cond., enduro 
ready, FMF pipe, ISDE S/A, Acerbis 
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guards, NJ title, only ridden one season. 
Asking $2800, (609)865-1529. 

1995 Kawasaki KLX650 Dual Sport. 
Orig. owner, exc. cond. And well main- 
tained. Supertrapp exhaust. Asking 
$5750. Also, Fox Forma boots, size 10. 
Worn once, new in box, $150 obo. 
(975)855-7705. 

1997 Yamaha YZ125 stroker, Factory 
Connection Susp., Pro Taper Bars, Works 
Connection skid plate, 18” Excel rr rim, V- 
Force reeds, Pro Circuit pegs, FMF pipe, 
Dyno Port siliencer, DiD O-ring chain, 
Renthal sprockets, Mint $5500. Call 603- 
555-4606 or 605-555-4145 

Marzocchi Forks Factory Connection 
revalve $500. 605-555-4145 

1996 Yamaha YZ250 Many extras, needs 
nothing, $5100. (914)754-2072, many YZ 
parts available. 


NO RUST! 


JUST ONE 


TOOL 
NEEDED! 


EE Handguards now come with zinc-plated, rust- 
proof metric fasteners! Use just one wrench for all 
fasteners on the handguard! 


PRODUCT LINE CATALOGS AVAILABLE, CALL TODAY 
(517)393-2421 










KTM e HUSABERG e HUSQVARNA 
STOCK PARTS e MOTORCYCLES 
CUSTOMIZED SUSPENSION 


2350 Orangethorpe, Anaheim CA 99806 
(714)449-1271 FAX (714)449-1374 








ISDE RIDER'S WRENCH 
Quality, American-made nickel-plated wrench weighs 
only 4 oz. and fits in all fanny packs. Comes in 3 popu- 
lar sizes to fit most L/C bikes-wheels and spark plug. 


Only $19.35 each. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 
e OEM Parts * Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts * Complete Shop Services 
* Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 


31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 
708-946-0999 fax 708-946-3264 








NO ILLEGAL ALIENS ! JUST PRO CERTIFIED FACTORY TECHNICIANS 
SPECIALIZING IN THE DEMANDING CONDITIONS EAST OF CAL! 





HAVE A SEASONED NETRA RIDER 
REPRESENT YOUR LEGAL INTERESTS 
PETER RUGGIERO 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 
FLAHERTY AND LAWRENCE 
70 JEFFERSON BLVD. * WARWICK, RI 02888 
PHONE (401)781-7200 * FAX (401)781-0110 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


PRO PILOT 


CORPORATION U.S.A. 
SUSPENSION, MOTORS, PERFORMANCE PARTS & MORE ! 
SHOWA+?KYBeOHLINS*MARZOCCHI*PENSKE* WP 








Soft & Supple * Rocks or Roots * Straight & Simple 
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CALL FOR FREE PRODUCT INFO & STICKERS 
SIMPLY THE BEST ON THE PLANET. GUARANTEED! 





USED PARTS 


SAVE 50% AT 


DIRT CYCLES 


All Bikes 1977 or Newer 
Strictly Dirt Bikes 


YAM e KAW e SUZ» HON 
KTM e HUS * MORE! 


(508)478-5700 e (508)478-5712 
FAST UPS SHIPPING EVERYWHERE 


BAJA BOUND 
The Ultimate In Baja Off-Road Adventures 
CHECK OUT CYCLE NEWS ISSUE 40 PAGE 30 
Call for Free Brochure 888 c 6 6 4 BAJA 


E-Mail bajabound1t<@ aol.com 



















" JART Rolichart Sample 


Jani 89 


AILS 9:28 
ROLLCHARTS 
5:29 


9:30 









ANY ENDURO 
ANY TRAIL RIDE 231 
ANY PLACE 3:32 


+ VERSION FOR AMY oen. 3 
* CHOICE OF AA . 

à 9:34 

FACTORY RIDERS 9:35 


CALL OR WRITE. 9:36 


1210 N. JEFFERSON ST 3:37 
” 
ANAHEIM CA 92807 9:38 


(714) 666-0136 739 
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PIPE REPAIR $35 


IF WE CAN'T FIX IT, WE REPLACE IT! 


GUARANTEED!” 


ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS, WE ARE THE ORIGINAL AND BEST! 


"THE DUKE OF DENT" 


THE MOST EXPERIENCD REPAIRER OF DENTED & 
MASHED PIPES & EXPANSION CHAMBERS ON EARTHI 
OUR ONLY SPECIALTY SINCE 1955 
15,00 REPAIRED! 
& ህ ED PI FES 

-TRAD 


UPS DAILY 
VISA-MC-COD 
* RESTRICTIONS APPLY 
FINISH LINE PRODUCTS CO. 


SERVING ALL 50 STATES & CANADA 
800-843-8745 627 


CALL FOR SERVICE & SHIPPING INFORMATION 


Heavyweight Flywheels 
An A-LOOP Heavyweight Flywheel increases 
low end power delivery and maximizes traction. 
Used by pro riders worldwide. 


eCall now to receive an A-LOOP Offroad catalog. ° 


A-LOOP Offroad The artists fomes called * 
3911 Norwood Drive #6 ማመ መር 
1-303-791-0035 


Littleton, CO 80125 


~ We Support The Sport — 


Montgomeryville Cycle Center 
980 Route 309 * Montgomeryville, PA 


800-899-7511 


Honda * Kawasaki * Suzuki * Yamaha 


Your one-stop shopping center for all your 
Moto, Enduro, and Hare Scrambles needs 





GRIFFIN VEHICLE SERVICE 


ATK e KTM e HUSQVARNA e HUSABERG ° ROTAX 
SALES * SERVICE ٠ PARTS 
Parts & Accessories for All Brands of Dirt Bikes 
Full Machine Shop e Crankshaft Rebuilding e Suspension 
Services 
ORDERS 800-525-6771 
24 Hr. Parts Hotline: 609-726-1717 Fax: 609-726-1777 
SHIPPING UPS DAILY/ALSO C.0.D./ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
P.0. BOX 337, CHATSWORTH NJ 08019 





| (609)927-2071 





KTM - HONDA 
KAWASAKI - YAMAHA 


14-16 W. Main Street 


Bound Brook 
w Jers 








FAIRWAY CYCLE 


SUPPORT RIDERS 
JACK LAFFERTY JR., JACK LAFFERTY SR., 
RICHARD LAFFERTY, KEVIN BENNETT, 
AND CLIFF TENNEY 


For All Your Enduro and Cycle Needs, 
Plus Fast, Honest Service! 
AMA Discounts (ein) 


UPS Available 


625 NEW ROAD ٠ SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 





RIDE BAJA 


*Experience the Legendary BAJA 
*See the sights on Honda XR's 
* Visit famous Mike's Sky Ranch 
Minimum age eighteen years old 
BAJA OFF ROAD ADVENTURES 
(714)528-6539 FAX (714) 630-4474 
















Totally, Devoted 


to 4 Stroke 
Performance 


Cali For Catalog 
903-933-0576 


Bearings & Oil Seals 


Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg’s 
Call (800)575-3220 
Fax (201)575-5969 
E-Mail bearings@instantlink.com 





with 
PETE DENISON 


All about the latest 


Offroad Electronics 


A-Loop’s New Pacemaker P3 is the best 
enduro timekeeping device ever made 
The wide display shows your odo, 
clock, and your seconds late or early. No 
need to scroll between screens, it’s all there 
at a glance. 


The P3 has tons of new features 

The expanded memory holds over 
100 speed changes and 100 resets. The 
revised menus speed data entry and allow 
easy correction of program errors, and a 
remote thumbswitch is standard for easier 
race operation. The new Datalog saves your 
performance data for review after the race. 


Programming is no longer a chore 

Our infrared data link makes it easy to 
program the P3. You can download all race 
data from one P3 to another in seconds, 
right on the bike! And, using our optional 
Windows-based software, you can commu- 
nicate between your P3 and your home 
computer. You can even download race data 
from your club’s Internet site, and transfer 
it directly to your P3! 


More than just an enduro instrument 
The new P3 has an accurate 
speedo/odo for dual sport riders, and new 
features make it perfect for Qualifiers and 
ISDE’s. Enter the location and keytime for 
each check, and the P3 will count down the 


distance and time to the next checkpoint. If 


you're running late, you'll know instantly. 


For more information about the 
new Pacemaker P3, see your dealer 
or call A-Loop at 303-791-0035. 


A-Loop Offroad * 3911 Norwood #G 
Littleton, CO 80125 


Visit us at www.aloop.com 
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HERTFELDER 





A I was reading an article about Lord 
ouis Mountbatten OBE (Officer of the 
Order of the British Empire), DFC 
(Distinguished Flying Cross), DSO 
(Distinguished Service Order) my mailman 
brought the result sheet from the Beehive 
Enduro. 

My name was spelled correctly—which is 
not always the case—and it was followed 
by DNF, which usually IS the case.e. 

Why, I wondered, can the British follow 
names with a whole alphabet of letters 
while us poor Yankee enduro riders, are 
limited to DNS (Did Not Start) and DNF 
(Did Not Finish). Just as we can tell 
Mountbatten’s war record by his abbrevia- 
tions, we should be able to know the 
enduro rider’s recent exploits. These will 
have to be approved by the venerable Sir 
Hugh Fleming, DAC-AMA (Director of 
Amateur Competition- American 
Motorcyclist Association) but I think we 
have a need for a lot more besides DNS 
and DNF. 

For instance: 

DNS/SUS: a competitor who rented a 
motel room before an enduro so he'll get 
a good night’s rest then ran into his old girl 
friend who was recently divorced, and we 
haven't seen him since. Did Not 
Start/Shacked Up Successfully. 

DNS/CFS: this is a fellow who rode the 
event many times but wasn’t aware that 
they; after many years, MOVED to another 
town to avoid paying for a parade permit. 
Did Not Start/Couldn’t Find Start. 

DNS/VNR: This rider spent all day 
Saturday working on his motorcycle with 
considerable help from his younger broth- 
er. He foolishly let the kid use his van that 
evening. Did Not Start/ Van Not Returned. 

DNS/BCR: a rider who spent Saturday 
wallpapering the bathroom because his 
wife and three daughters took so many 
hot showers they were removing the stuff 
almost faster than he could put it up. He 
drank eight glasses of iced tea while wall- 
papering, then relaxed that night with a six 
pack of cheap beer and two bowls of left- 
over cabbage soup. He arrived at the 
enduro early and headed toward the Port- 
A-Johns as soon as he arrived and did not 
emerge the rest of the day. Did Not 
Start/Bad Case of the Runs. 

DNS/FEE: a sad case and increasingly 
common among high pressure types who 
believe relaxation is a dirty word. This fel- 
low has a secretary who buys his anniver- 
sary gifts, mails out his enduro pre-entry 
payments and every Friday reminds him 
he doesn’t have to come to work tomor- 


RESULTS S.A.P. 


row. This guy wants so much to climb the 
corporate ladder he wears steel insoles in 
his shoes; just in case. His secretary 
couldn't reach him on his pager because 
she didn’t remind him to charge the thing 
and the battery was dead. Did Not 
Start/Forgot the Event Entirely. 

DMS/WHI: this type is seasonal, usually 
found in November and December 
depending on weather conditions. If it has 
been raining steadily so that the fallen 
leaves are wet enough to be walked on 
silently this enduro rider, espe- 
cially in rural sections, will 
take one look in the fam- 
ily freezer and, while he 
enjoys enduro riding 
tremendously, he Did 
Not Start/Went 
Hunting Instead. 

That covers the 
DNS portion and 
I hope Fleming 
approves of 
them. 

The DNF series 
is longer I’ve 
used hundreds of 
excuses myself but 
we'll try to limit them 
to prevent outright 
lies. 

DNF/GBR: in the 
days when riders 
wore leather helmets; 
called Lindbergh hats, 
this was a serious reason 
for a DNF. It happens when 
a rider ducks his head under a 
low branch then looks up again to see the 
next low branch coming at him at 24 miles 
an hour one inch above and three inches 
ahead of his helmet visor. The impact can 
make you wish you were five feet four 
instead of five feet ten. Did Not Finish/Got 
Bell Rung. 

DNF/FOA: this is another one that's 
becoming less serious these days, since 
more people are out of work and available 
to help with enduros. The one-man-did-it- 
all enduros were nice, except for one 
thing: the guy rarely took down his old 
arrows! Woe betide the rider who missed a 
turn arrow and spent the next 25.7 miles 
Following Old Arrows. 

DNF/PCL: enduros, by their very nature, 
are run in sparsely populated places with 
roads that are known only to the United 
States Postal Service, bootleggers, and the 
local Avon lady. It’s much appreciated that 
maps of the area are often supplied by a 



















sponsoring enduro club, it's also appreci- 
ated that the dummies who draw these 
maps never realize that the rest of the 
world's mapmakers have, for some time 
now, kept North at the TOP of the map. Pit 
Crew Lost is no joke to the contestant out 
of fuel. 

DNF/CRT: a 'C' designation is the mark 
of a poorly conditioned rider. CRT is the 
infamous Cramp Right Thigh which is only 
slightly less serious than having the shift 
sector blown a half inch into the side of 

your boot. Like death, a nice cramp is 
nature's warning that you're overdo- 

ing something. There is no need to 
list the rest of the "C" non-finishers 
but some of the more popular 
are: CLF: Cramp Left Forearm 

and the wonderful CUT, or 

Cramp Under Tongue. 

DNF/FMA: this was once a 
frustrating DNF and the 
cause of much serious alco- 
holism among serious com- 
petitors. It was a definite 
cause of wife beating and, 
among women enduro rid- 
ers, at least a dozen cases of 

husband beating. Sociologists 

have teamed with electrical 
engineers in almost eliminating 
this threat and Fried Motoplat 
Again is now rare. 
DNF/TNM: this is a blanket desig- 
nation for riders like myself who can 
truthfully list ALL the previous reasons 
for not finishing plus a few that would 
only apply to a dedicated klutz, such as 
FOB: Fell Off Bridge; SOP: Slipped Off 
Pallets and OLT; Overshot Levee Turn, a 
serious mistake when the cranberry bogs 
are flooded. 

I called Fleming at AMA headquarters on 
Monday and was told he wouldn't be in his 
office that day. 

Maybe he was suffering from too much 
to eat and drink over the weekend, and 
still suffering from BCR and couldn't get 
out of his bathroom. 

Or, maybe he got lucky and was still SUS. 


— Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer of 
books, as well as author of the internationally 
famous Duct Tapes stories. He can be reached 
at 111 North Summit Dr, RR5, Cabot AR 720235. 
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